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ADVERTISEMENT. 

MUCH as Public curiofity 
has been excited for months paft; many and 
various as have been the fpeculative decifions 
of even the beft informed charafters in thijj 
Kingdom, on Dumourier's Quixotic expedition 
into Holland, in -the beginning of 1793, ^t ^ 
been till now impoffible to unveil the truth. 
We cannot, on the prefent occafion, better in- 
troduce the ORIGINAL CORRESPOND- 
ENCE, than in the words of General Miranda 
himfelf* ^^ It will be an eafy matter to juftify 
^^ myfelf, when either an aft of accufation, or, 
^^ if pofEble,any fpecific charge is attempted to 
^* be brought againft me.— Till then, I rely on 
^^ the jqftice of my country, and fubmit the fol- 
^? lowing Correfpondence to the unbiaffed judg- 
^^ ment of Public opinion; 



ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 

&c. &c, &c. 



LETT E R I. 

Paris, Jan. ;» 1793? Second Year of the 
French Republic. 

5l&r Minister at War ^0 the Lieutenant 
General 0/ the Northern Divijion 'of the 
French Army in Belgium. 

THE Provifionary Executive Council have 
authorized me. General, to tranfmit to 
you the order for taking the command of the 
French army in Belgium, in tfie room of Ge- 
neral Valence, he having obtained leave of ab- 
fence. In this fituation you will pleafe particu- 
larly to attend to the intereft of the Republic. 

Signed 

PACHE. 
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L E T T E R IL 

Paris, Jan. 7, 1 793, Second Year of the 
French Republic^ 

Pache, Minifter of War ^ to Miranda, LieuH^ 
nant General commanding the Army in Belgium. 

A WANT of confidence between 
the Officers on the Staff and the Commiflaries 
appointed for fupplying the army with neceffa- 
ries, occafions material injury to the brave de- 
fenders of tlie RepubHc. 

The Commiffioners of the Convention an- 
nounce, that the army is in want of forage. The 
Members of the Committee for fupplying the 
army declare, that confiderable ftores on the ba- 
fons at Louvain are fuffered to rot, as no maga- 
zines have been allowed, and becaufe the Affif- 
tant Commiflaries neglefl forwarding them to 
thofe places where they are neceflary. 

At a moment when public fafety, and the cer- 
tainty of enjoying liberty, require thatwefhould 
be united to fubdue our enemies, I cannot con- 
ceive why private emolument and felfiili views 
fhould thus fet at variance men in fituations of 
the greateft refponfibility, and endanger the ex- 



[3] 

iftence of our brethren, who brave all dangers to 
defend our cpmmon welfare. 

There not being a poffibility for me to travel 
into the Low Countries, to afcertain the true 
ftate of things, and compare the various accounts 
with each other, I call upon you. General, in 
the name of Liberty and Equality, in the name 
of the Republic, of which you have declared 
yourfelf one of the defenders, to afford both pro- 
tedion and affiftance to thofe who are entrufted 
with the care of fupplying our troops with pro- 
vifions. 

Order magazines to be ready for the affiftants 
of the committee, who have contradted ; and in 
the fame manner for thofe who are charged with 
the diftributing and management of provifions. 
Order thofe appointed by the contractors to ap- 
pear before you.— Let the places be pointed out 
to you where the provifions are depofited, and 
the quantities of each fort.— r-Give orders imme- 
diately to every one in his refpe6tive departmeiit 
to get them carried off, and fent wherever they 
aremoft wanting. Give orders that no obftacle 
be fuffered in the conveyance ; and that no pri* 
vate views, or a fliadow of perfonal intereft, may 
occafion the diforganization of the army, by ex.- 
pofing oyr brave defenders to the danger of dy- 

B 2 ing 
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in?r by want, and thus fully the glory of the re- 
publican Army. 

When you (hall have afcertained the %iwiti- 
ties which have been bought, and the places 
where they are ftored, you will immediately in- 
form me, General, if there be afufficient liipply ; 
if not, where and how much is to be purchafed ; 
I (hall immediately give orders for that purpofe, 
and fend money fufficient to anfwer any engage- 
ment entered into for fupporting our troops. 



I repeat it, General*, I am moft fen(ibly afflift- ' 
ed with the condition of the French troops ia 
Belgium, which- I am determined to ufc every 
effort in my power, and whatever is incumbent 
on me, either by my duty or fituation, to amend 
and improve ; but I ftand in need of affiftance : 
your acknowledged probity, your friend(hip and 
intimacy with Petion, your rank in the army, all 
determine my appointing you to co-operate with 
me for the welfare of the army. 

• 

Write to me often — every day, relative to 

youiffficuation, to its improvement, and on the 

means necefTary to be taken for accompli(hing 

that ft ate of tranquillity and fecurity which ought 

, long (ince to have been attained. 

Signed PACHE. 
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LETTER III. 

General Dumourier to General Miranda. 

Paris, Jan. lo, 
THE Minifter of War, my dear 
Miranda, fends you the ftate of the garrifons, 
the movenjents of which are concerted in order . 
to come near maritime Flanders ; and will 
ftrengthen your corps with about 10,000 men, 
of whom there are from 12 to 1500 cavalry: 
—they are cojlefting from Dunkirk, byOftend, 
Bruges, and extending towards Ghent and An- 
twerp. You are to feem as if yo^ changed one 
of the cantonments on your left, in order to 
ftrengthen Antwerp by a brigade df infantry, 
without drawing ^nyfrom thence. Thus affairs 
now (land. The Englifli will certainly declare ^ 
war : their projeft is to make fure of Zealand : 
they have nine frigates, which, if not there ^gil- 
ready, will foon arrive at Flulhing. The Dutch 
will then declare themfelves., 

The patriots affert, that the Dutch hav6 al- 
ready evacuated Venloo, which is to be garri- 
foned by Pruffians : — they are likewife to eva- 
cuate Maeftricht, and be replaced by the allied 
troops : — thus they will form a body of 20000 
jnea to defend the interior parts, from Ber^a- 
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op-zoom to Nimeguen, and furnifti a contin- 
gent which, with the affiflance of the Englifli, 
will attack our flank. 

As the Stadtholder dreads the revolutionary 
fpirit which ferments with the greateft adtivity 
in all the provinces, panicularly at Amfterdam, 
and the Hague, he is fortifying the ifland of 
Walcheren ; and it is his plan to retire there, 
with the States and the heads of the different 
adminiftrations, under the protedion of the 
Dutch and Englifh fleets. They are at work 
at the fortifications with the utmofl care and la- 
bour ; and it is fuppofed thefe will be coniplet- 
ed in fifteen days. 

I am now to inform you of the determination 
of the Executive Council. As General Valence 
returns to Paris, you are to take the command 
of the army ; and you are entrufted with the 
execution of the plan which I now tranfmit, at 
the fame time that you are enjoined to the clofeft 
fecrecy. 

j&. Leave of abfence is granted to General 
Bourdonnaye, that he may not impede the bu- 
finefs you have to accomplifli 9 and all the troops 
of maritime Flanders are left at your difpofal, 
that every part may be fet in motion at your 
^^^le will. You have at Bi\i^^^ General De- 



[ 7 ] 

flers, who is a very good officer, to whom you 
will fend your orders, and entruft with the dif- 
pofal of the troops in lower Atiftrian Flanders, 
while you are able to do the lame relative to 
lower French Flanders, and then commit them 
to the care of General Pafcal, commander of 
Dunkirk. Give your orders in fuch a manner, 
that the troops (hall, in twelve days at moft, ap- 
proach Zealand, and take poffeffion of Dutch 
Flanders ; while you will order- your foldiers to 
go to the Ifland of Zuyd-Beveland, and from 
thence reach Walcheren Ifland, which we are 
defirous of taking, before the Stadtholder is able 
to make it a place of refuge> or before it Can be 
fortified, and in a condition to receive a gar- 
rifon. No time is to be loft ; and although the 
patriots pretend that the Zealanders are ready, 
and that in all Zealand there are at moft but 55 
companies of infantry, of 40 men in a company, 
and no' cavalry ; and that confqquently this ex- 
pedition requires but 3000 men, I think eight 
battalions of infantry are neceflary, the Dutch 
legion, the flotilla of Moultfton, and two regi- 
ments of cavalry ; eight twelve pounders, two 
mortars, two howitzers, a company of artillery, 
pf horfe, and fixtcen field pieces. You are to 
go to Antwerp; and there be joined by the Dutch 
patriots, who will bring you the maps, and ferve 
you as guides in your progrefs through the coun- 
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try, after having aflured thcmfelves of all the 
means of efFefting the expedition wiih fuccefs. 
The Minifter of the Marine has given orders to 
prepare furnaces, and every thing neceffary on 
board each of the three armed floops, in order 
to fire red-hot balls. Thefe three veffels draw 
little water, and will eafily drive off the frigatw 
by their weight of metal of twenty-four poun- 
ders as by their red-hot balls. As a pretence 
for your journey to Antwerp, you will demand 
a loan of eight millions of florins from that city ; 
as I have already, fignified it to the inhabitants* 
Infift on it with feverity. Inform the city, the 
body of the clergy, and the merchants on the 
exchange, that the French will not fufFer them* 
fclvcs to be made the dupes of. their ill-will ; 
that the troops are ready to take by contribution 
to the value of what they are moderate enough 
to propofe by way of loan y that you know 
thofe who have the largeft capitals j that you 
will take the money from thefe alone, leaving 
them to fettle afterwards among themfelves and 
fellow-citizens their refpeftive proportions. — 
Tell them, riiat I am endeavouring to get the 
decree of the 15th repealed, and that I hope to 
fucceed ; in which cafe they will only be fubje(3: 
to the conditions of my proclamation : but that, 
in confequence of this proclamation, where I 
fay, " That the provinces and towns which will 
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** pelrfift in confidering ihemrelves as fubje(5t t« 
** the Houfe of Auftria, in prefcrving their old' 
"government, founded on the flavery of the 
"•* peopk, and the inequality of orders, (hall be 
*^ dealt with as enemies/* You will tell them. 
General, that you will aft as if you were in an 
tnemy*s country; annul all their refolutionsj in 
fine, you will take their money, in order to in- ' 
demnify us for the expences of the war. 

A lift to be made out of the richeft per- 
sons at Antwerp ; call over their names at thd 
Hotel de Hlle 5 let them have a guard kept over 
them ; and do not fet them free, until they (hall 
have agreed to comply with the loan, either vo- 
luntarily or by compuKion. If they appear to 
do it freely, call for two millions of florins, for 
the expences of the expedition ; if compelled, 
make one pay 50,000 florins, more or lefs, ac- 
cording to their citcumflances ; and make them 
all pay Within the fpace of eight days, having firfl: 
ordered them to be guarded in their own houfes^ 
AA in the fame manner with regkrd to the cler- 
gy ; but feparately from the merchants and 
Others in trade. 

During, this rigorous operation, which alone 
can fave the French army and Belgium, con- 
cert with the Dutch patriots for the final exe- 

C cviXViTv 



cution of our plan. Caufe all the paffiiges to be 
teconnotred which can lead from Antwerp into 
South Bcveland. Obtain certain information rp- 
lative to the works of Walcheren Ifland ; and 
colleft your forces at the point of Antwerp, 
which fliould arrive on a fixed day, and depart 
in the fame manner from thence. Place your 
confidence only in Thowendt and Ruault^ in 
order to affifi you in this plan of invafion; which 
fhould be fuddenly effefted, in order to take the 
ftart of the Englijhy who are trifling with us. In a 
few days after, I (hall privately join you at An- 
twerp. Every thing muft be ready ; and you 
are to have, one way or the other, two or three 
millions of florins, as hinted before. 

Let It be apart of your plan, i. That Deflers 
Ihall colledt at Bruges 4 or 5000 infantry, with 
four twelve pounders, 1200 horfe, two mortan, 
two field pieces (four pounders) to each batta- 
lion, and march with the greateft expedition to 
Middleburgh, thence to Cadfand Ifland, and fo 
to Biervlid. 

idly. While you are thus preparing in Auf- 
trian Flanders, fend an excellent field ofiicer 
with a trumpet to RUremond, and acquaint the 
Governor of Venloo you have received informa- 
tion that the Dutch are going to evacuate that 

town. 



"town, which is to be garrifoned by Pruffian 
- troops. Aflemble all the forces which compofc 
your own'army at Ruremonde, or rather at Kom, 
and give the command to Duval, with two pieces 
of twenty-four, four of twelve, two mortars, two 
howitzers, in order to get pofleffion of Venlpo, 
if it be evacuated^ or elfe to prevent its eyaciia- 
tion. \ 

gdly. ' When you fhall have fettled the expe* 
dition into Zealand, and made fure of Venloo, 
by the army under Duval, have your orders 
yeady, that without weakening the pofts on the 
river Roer, the army under General Lanou (hall 
completely inveft Maeftricht ; for that purpofe. 
Jet the army of Valence be coUefted at Tongres, 
after your own fhall have evacuated it. You 
perhaps will tell me, that you neither have pro- 
vifions nor forage ; but you hav^ on one hand the 
maricet of Simfon, and alfo the provisions (though 
little) coUefted by Pieck and Moncluan, agents 
for the Committee of Stores. At any rate, you 
have only to contrad your cantonments, Dif- 
patch ^n cxprefs, and give me information of 
fuch oBftacles or advantages as may attend the 
execution of this plan ; which you will be ena- '.. 
bled to know to a certainty, when you fhall have 
C9mmunicated your intentions to the Dutch pa- 
triotSj and examined their maps and their par^ 



ticular projeds. All depends on expedition and 
fecrecy. Every day I fliall more and more un- 
fold to you my plan : it is fet in motion with 
precipitation, becaufe we are prefled by the tide 
of great events, and we have not one day to 
lofe ; prepare, therefore, without Ipfs of time, 
If rihould find here any obftacles, cither by tbq 
wavering or irrefolute ftate of the Executive 
Council, by the tedious deliberations of the dif- 
ferent Comniittees, or the conflict of &dions, I 
fhall make you acquainted daily with the refult, 
If poffible, We (hall adopt it, or renounce it, tq 
c:?cecute another ; or, finally^ if nobody will lifien 
totne-y iffu/picion^ want of candour , the jarfing (f 
fa£ljonSj ignorance , and a pitiful parjimony, moreder 
JlruBive than it is mean and fordid ; if all tbefe, or 
any of them^ prevent myfaving my country ^ IfhaU 
refignmy cmmand, and lament infome corner the 
fate of my blind countrymen. Farewel, my friend, 
ipy worthy auxiliary, I falute youj, an^ love yoy 
with ajl niy fpul, 

Signe4 

dumqurii;r, 



UETTER, 
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L E T T E R IV. 

Qfttfrdl Miranda, to General Dumourier, 

I-iege, 15 Jan, 1793 

THE more I read your letter of 
the loth, my dear and worthy general, the more 
L difgover the expanfibn of a noble and gene- 
rous foul, which fqars above all obftaclcs, in 
proportion to the preffure of difficulties — ^but to 
the point.— 

I believe your plan is very difficult to be car- 
ried into execution, confidering our abfolute 
want of magazines, and the prefent date of na- 
kednefs which pervades all our armies.— Never- 
thelefs, the arrival of Commiffary Petit- Jean, 
with orders from the Minifter of War, which I 
ihall not fail to enforce, will, I believe, caufe 
gur mpvemept tp be much better ahd fpeedier. 

If you had left out of your plan the attempt^ 
on Zealand, it appears to me, to be much more 
practicable, and we (hould no? incur the danger 
of commiting ourfelves with the maritime forces 
pf jplnsland and j^olland^ which cannot fail to 
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check us in the very onfct of our attempt y not baviug 
on ourjide any maritime Jirength to oppofe to theirs. 

Remember, General, that the Zealanders were 
thofe, who with their boats alone, checked the 
progrefs of the conftantly viftorious armies of 
the tyrant Philip, and finally overthrew them-^ 
on this account, if you re-oonfider the plan, and 
leave out of it the attempt on Zealand, this pro- 
vince will fall of itfelf, when the reft of Hoi* 
land (hall be taken by furprize. Dutch Flan- 
ders (hould be invaded, and then the Scheld will 
"be our barrier on that fide. This is an obferva- 
lion which may perhaps deferve your attention. 
Four battalions have already marched towards 
Antwerp, without any appearance of defign, or 
occi^fioning any change in our cantonmentai* 
The order for the movement of the troops to- 
wards maritime Flanders, which you and Pache 
the Minifter promifed me, is not yet come. I 
wait for it impatiently, as well as for your farther 
inftruftions to proceed ; and now, therefore^, let 
us not lofe a momenta 

By the moft certain information which I have 
juft obtained, it appears that the garrifon of 
Wefel fince the 8th inftant, has been reinforced 
by lo, or 12,000 men : this corps can only 
have for its objed to fuccour Holland in cafe of 
. , ' an 
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an invafion, or perhaps to attack Ruremonde, 
and the left of our cantonments. I have re- 
inforced thofe behind the Roer, and gave orders 
to Lamorliere to retreat by the Roety on the 
bridges of Ruremonde and Fodorpty and ultimately 
to fall back on Gelekirchetty which will effeaually 
fecurc us from the apprehenfiop of a check. ^ 

Signed 

MIRANDA, 



P. S. I forefee many difficulties attending 
the plan of operations which you have fent to 
me — ^according to the rules of art, it appears aU 
moft imprafticable ; neverthelefs, do not doubt 
that I (hall do every thing that is poffible, and 
I believe the army, from the. confidence they re- 
pofe in you, will follow with alacrity. I only . 
fear, Ihat in cafe of fuccefs, the adepts will fay— • 
Cafu eft non arte.* 



Chance and not knowledge 
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LETTER V. 

To Genefal Miranda. 

Paris, 19 Jan. 1793, Second year of the 
Republic. 

I ANSWERED, my dear Mi- 
randa, your difpatches by the two meffengers ; 
the one who firfl: arrived, returns with this. — * 
I fent them immediately to the council, and 
their anfwer is inclofed. 

Signed PACHE. 

18 J^. 17^3. 
' " The Provifionary Executive Council, has 
** received, General, that which you wrote con- 
" cerning the attempt on Zealand, with a copy 
" of the letter from General Miranda. . The 
*^ Council after deliberating on its contents, 
** have refolved to fufpend for the prefent the 
*' intended expedition to Zealand, and requeft 
*• you will communicate this determination to 
** General .Miranda. The members of the Coun- 
" cil define, likewife, that General Miranda 
" fliould wait for the Dutch Patriots who arc 
•' preparing to go to Liege, and that the necef- 

*' fary 
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** fary meafures be taken to afcertain the real 
" difpofition and fentiments of the Zealanders, 
*' and to compare their different accounts on the 
*^ fubjeft. General Miranda, however, is not in 
** other refpefts, to employ the forces which 
*^ were coUefted for this expedition, and which 
*^ arc out of the French territories ."' 

You therefore fee, my dear General, that we, , 
are extremely irrefolute, both with regard to the 
enemies we are now fighting, and to that fort of 
war in which we are engaged. I fee but one 
fingle advantage in what has been determined 
in this affair of Zealand, which is, that ypu have 
at prefent, an army of fome thoufands, more 
immediately connefted with your own. it is 
time we fhould know the forces we have in the 
Low Countries. I received the ftate of the army 
which I commanded, and that of General 
d*Harville. On the 12th of January, it amount-^ 
cd to 50,000 infantry, and 5800 cavalry, include 
ing the garrifons of JSruffels, Mecklin, and 
Mons. 

"'Require of General Valence a feparate ftate 

of his army, or of the Ardennes, which I fuppofe 

' amounts to 15 or 16,000 men, of which there are 

at moft only 3000 cavalry. Order a very exa<3: 

ftate to. be drawn of the northern army which 
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you command: encreafeitwithall thg forces thai 
are fent to you from France, aufl the garrifons of 
Tournay, Gpurtray, and other places nqx cpm??. 
prehended in the ft^te of the i^tl], which W|«| 
fent to me by General Lanoue. Order them tq, 
te made out, and fend theni immediately \o rne^ 
that I may confer and fettle cyery thing witl^ 
the Council and Committee pf General Safetyj, 
upon the moft permanent fouudatipq. 

I believe, if it be determined that lyc ^rft. 
to go to war with Holland ai^d EnglancJ^ s^ filfe 
attack only fl>puld be made agaiqft Z^alan(l-r?>. 
that we (hould take Maeftricht, Veqlpp, Gqel* 
<ires, Emmerick, and falling' back towa^a 
Nimeguen, and by the high grounds of Acners* 
fort, turn Utrecht, reach the fluice of Muydcftn 
which Marflial Liixembo.vjrg failed in, duriqg ' 
the year 1762, we fliall then, witl^oyt difficulty^ 
arrive at Amfterdam. In thi^ campaign, which. 
ought to be fpeedily opened^, ^nd which I ba?^ 
for a long time planned we are toconlider thfi 
Dutch Patriots but in a fecondary point of vicWi 
and to rely only on our own ftrength, and on 
the means of fecuring our conquefts. Zeabnd 
falling therefore, as it were, of itfelf, Wakhqre^ 
illand, though fortified in fuch a manner as tqi 
be conCdered impregnable, becomes a ppqr iq^- 
treat for the Houfe of Orange, the ftates a;nd ad^ 

minidrations 



Icniiiiftratidns of the country, becaufe we might 
urtite all the power of the Dutch Navy, with 
iiur Dv^n foraiidable artillery to attack and take 
it, when we (hall have nothing elfe to do ih that 
country. iTou miift, however, not only liften 
to feVery thing which the Dutch Patriots have to 
fay to you on thq, means of efFefting the entet- 
prife againft Zealand, but alfo endeavour, by 
'every poffiblc means to make their various pro- 
pofals probable. For this purpofe you Ihould 
have at this moment with you, a man who is 
well calculated for this fort of employment, a 
kind of Bt^con^y who has a brevet of Lieutenant 
. Colonel, and whofe name is——*; you are to en- 
V ttuft him with this miffioh, but with precaution, 
«nd without acquainting him with the real ob- 
jeftir You are to pretend to know, through his 
meafts, the real difpofition of the cities of Am- 
fterdam, and Rotterdam. Recommend to him 
to go to Walcheren Iflarid, to fee whether any 
fortifications are making there,- and to return by 
way of Oftend, after making hi mfelf acquainted 
with the fituation and number of (hips belong- 
ing to the little finglifli Fleet; but take care 
Firft, Co determine the number of days neeeflary 
for his journey. Secondly, not to give him any 
thing in writing. Thirdly, not to make him acr 

* A better fort of fpy. 
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quaintcd witti any of the Dutch Patriots, whofe 
accounts are to be verified. Fourthly, not to 
fpeak to him of any plan relative to Zealand. 
Fifth, not to give him more money than is nc- 
ceflary for his journey, and for his return, pro- 
mifing, however, fomc reward, if his ftatement 
is very particular and exa6l. 

With refpeft to Maeftricht, I have fuflScient 
information to hope for complete fuccefs there. 
I (hall fend you in a few days Lieutenant Colo- 
nel H , he is a Saxon Officer, who ferved in 

Ruffia, and whom I have appointed on the flaff 
of the army, as a recompence for the particular 
intelligence which he obtained for me by going 
to Maeftricht. He appeared to me to be above 
afting the part of a fpy, which he only did on 
this occafion to oblige me ; he will bring you 
the moft minute detail relative to that town, and 
you are to place your confidence in him, 

I will not talk to you of the events of this 
country. — ^I endeavour to prepare every thing, 
as if I were to make the campaign, and yet it is 
very poffible, that I may not, for nothing is de- 
termined on, and certainly I (hall adhere to my 
own conditions, whatever may be the refult* 
You have read my letter to the Convention ; it 
was followed by four memorials, relative to 



which, nothing has as yet been dcterminccl, and 
it appears to me that I\ftiall meet with fomc 
difficulty in making them agree with my views. 
It is upon this condition, that depends either 
my accepting the command of the army, or my 
refignation. I hope that your fecond meffenger 
who (hall be immediately difpatched to you, 
will brings you final refolutions on this fubjea, 

I am forry that General Marafle gave leave to 
Major General CanoUes to appear at the bar of 
fhc National Convention, in the name of the 
garrifon of Antwerp ; but if you had read a let- 
ter which he wrote to me on this occafion, you 
would have been more indulgent to this old 
man, refpedablein every fenfe, and who might be 
of Angular fervice to you, if you placed more 
confidence in him. With regard to the burn- 
ing- of your camp equipage in the Hofpital at 
Antwerp, it cannot be imputed to him as a faulty 
for he muft have thought that they were fafc 
among the ftores, where he gave orders that they 
fliould be placed ; and a conflagration is a mif- 
fortune^ which could not be forefeen. There- 
fore, whatever difappointment it may be to you, 
you ought not to confider him as refponfible for 
the damage. 

With 



( ." ) 
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With i:egard to the papers you fend itttS cofl-^ 
ccminrg the Committee of Provifions, I expefted 
matters would fo turn out, and left they fhouM 
be fuppreffcd by the influence of the intereft«l 
parties, I have tranftnitted them to the Execu- 
tive Council.— I Kkewife fend a copy of them 
to the Committee of General Defence — ^I em- 
brace you, my dear Miranda, with all my heart.' 

Signed 
GEiNERAL DUMOURIER. 



LETTER VL 

General Miranda to General Dttmourier, 

Liege, 23 Jan. 179}. 

IRECEIVED laft night, my deaf 
General, your letter of the 19th. We have 
drawn out the three ftatements of the fituation 
of the» armies which ydu require, with all poffible 
accuracy, to which is added,- that ofthegar-* 
rifons of the army of the Ardennes, — ^By the in- 
clofed account, as you will fee, the total amount 
to be. 
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$fQrth?m army ^ with the G^rrifons of 

Antwerp and vicinity, ^ - ^3^J^ 

^ugnienjatiop^ ^ * ^ r 10,761 

Army of the A^^denneSi •;• -^ ^ ^2,^44 

Qarrifpi^s of the Ardennes, ♦ -s^ 135319 



Total 70,264 

In. ihifi ftatement the ^rrifons of Furnes, 
Nieaport, Oftend, Gourtr^y, Tonrnay, Ath, an4 
f lie fomier garrifon§ of J^ruges are not included, 

We haye moreover made the neceflary ar-. 
rangeraents ponformable to your inftruaions, 
j^nd ws wait your further orders to begin out 
^per^tiqns. 

I received the Dutch Commlffioncrs, in con- 
feq^enc^ of the cfrders of the Ex.ecutive Power, 
and ypur wilhes ?ind I informed you in my laft 
le(:ief of t^e refult pf our conference. 

The Auftrian Commiflary for the exchange 
of prifqners of war, writes rpe a letter of chkane- 
relative to the capitulation of Antwerp,. whi^' 
]^ completely aafwered by my annex^ c<^v 

^ Signed ^ 
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LETTER VII. 

I 

J'o General MiKAJiiDA. 

Paris, 23 Jan. 1793* 

I INFORMED you, my dear 
Miranda, that I gave over all thoughts as well 
^s you, of the project relative to Zealand ; but 
it is ftill a ftronger i*eafon to pufh on, moft Vi- 
goroufly, the attack of Maeftricht, Venloo, and 
Nimeguen. I (hall neverthelefs, perhaps, give 
to Caock and Boudels, the fmall fuccours they 
defire, as they expeft to fucceed with 3 or 4000 
men, which is all required from the Executive 
Council, In a few days, I will examine the 
whole matter on the fpot. The cataftrophe of 
the 2 1 ft, will probably make all the nations of 
Europe our enemies — learn what has been re- 
folved on, in this refped, by the Executivcr 
Council. We are, as yet, uncertain what mca- 
fures England will take, and whatever is done 
by that country, will determine our condud re- 
lative to Holland. The Council at the defire 
of the Englifti and Dutch, have fixed their at-» 
tention on me, to go to England as extraordi- 
n^y Anibaflador, in order to make that nation 

givu 
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give a categorical anfwer either for peace or war, 
in confequence of which, orders have been fent 
to our Ambaflador, Chauvelin, to return. To- 
morrow a fecret agent will be difpatched, well 
known to Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox, to demand 
from both parties, that is, from the whole na- 
tion, a Jafe-conduit for me, and a certainty of 
being well received, whatever may be the fuc*- 
cefs attending the objeft of my million ; as it is 
- 2^yeSy or a «tf, I am going to demand, as Cato to ^ 
Carthage^ this miflion will not be longer than' 
eight days. 

While I am waiting for an anfwer, I intend 
fetting off to-morrow night for Dunkirk, thence 
I fhall go to Oftend, Nieuport, Bruges and 
Antwerp, at which places I (hall be at fartheft 
on the 30th. I intend lleeping at Antwerp, 
where I ftiall order my horfes to be fent, and 
continue my journey, to Ruremonde, Mafeick, 
Tongres, and meet you at Liege. A perfon 
of confidence is fent to the Hague, in order to 
acquaint my Lord Aukland, arid the Grand 
Penfionary Van-Spiegel, to meet and confer 
with me, agreeable ta their own requefiy on the 
firontier, between Antwerp and Breda, in order 
to commence a negociation. This fliort delay 
at Antwerp, will give me time to receive a cou- 
C riei^ from Le Brun, the Minifter, Nwlth^i^. ^y&w^^ 
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from London. If this anfwer is categorical and 
friendly, as they ftiii flatter themfelves it will bc> 
then I (hall return to Paris, to receive my final 
inftruftions ; or 1 (hall go, if the Executive 
Coancil think fit, from Antwerp, and embark 
at Calais. If, on the contrary, the anfwer of the 
Britifli Cabinet be either peremptory or evafive, 
I will attack Maeftricht eight days after ; and 
in order to cover the fiege, will make a general 
movement, at the fame time that you will fur- 
' prize Venloo, where tliere is only one battalion 
in garrifon. I have very particular information 
relative to Maeftricht, which makes me hope for 
fuccefs. During my ftay at Antwerp, I (hall 
complete, by good will or by compulfion, the 
loan from the merchants, in order to have the 
firft ready money neceflfary to begin my opera- 
tions. During this (hort journey, mark what 
you have to do. Go to Louvain and St. Tron, 
and order theanillery to be ready, fo that it may 
fet out at fartheft from the loth to the i^t-h of 
February. Make likewife every necefTary^ every 
po(rible difpo(ition for the troops, but without 
its having a too obvious appearance. The great 
point is to be beforehand with the Pruflians at 
Wefel, and that they (hould not be fobn ap- 
prized of our preparations. 

I will 
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I will inform you from Antwerp what mc4- 
fures I ifliall have tal^en relative to provifions. 
However, you are to giye immediate orders to 
the firft Commiflary and Comptroller of Provi- 
fions, to get ready at Tongres ovens for 3000 
inen. Make known my arrival, as a prelude to 
a flight infpedtion general of the quarters, by or- 
der of the Executive Council and the Committee 
of General Defence. Do not mention a fyllable 
relative to the negoctation ; not that 1 Ihould make 
a myftery of it, but that it might be kept fecret 
untiLthe moment of its final fuccefs or failure. 
This meafure is grand and' noble. If it fucceeds, 
we leflen the number of our enemies ; and we 
can carry on the war in the fame manner as in 
the laft campaign. If the negociation fails, we 
take the ftart of the Englilli and Pruflians. We 
will aftonifh them, by invading Holland. ^Ve 
will caufe a great diverfion, which faves the 
army of Cuftine ; and we (hall perhaps afterward 
obtain'peace on eafier terms 9 for that is the ob^ 
jeft to which we muft diredt our thpughts, for. 
rcafons which I fliall make known to you. Do 
not come to Antwerp to meet me, becaufe it 
would occafion a fumlife different from that ap. 
peatance of infpeftion, which I wifti my journey 
ihouid have. We (hall give each other a meet, 
ing, at Tongres or Ruremonde 3 but if you have 
any tiling very important to communicate, fend 

E ^ / me 
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me General Thowcnot to Antwerp, and he (hali 
return immediately. T will write to you more 
particularly from Antwerp j — en attendant^ I em- 
brace you cordially. 

Signed, 
The Commander in Chief, 

DUMOURIER. 



LETTER VIII. 

General Mi^Ai^DX to General Dumovrier* 

Liege, Jan. 28, 1793. 

I RECEIVED your letter of the 

23d of January; and: Lieutenant Colonel *• 

fet off yefterday to fulfil the commiffion which 
you ordered me to ^ntruft to him : — he will be 
at Antwerp about the beginning of February, 
and make his report to you. The ovens are 
building at Tongres, according to your orders ; 
and every preparation pointed out by yon is 
making. The enemies are encreafing their, for- 
ces : more or lefs pafs every day on the left fide 
of the Rhine. I dp not believe, as General 
Stingel,* that- their number amounts to 50,000 
men j but I can eafily imagine that they do not 

exceed 
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jcxcced 25,000. * General Lamorliere told mc, 
that the Pruffians have feht troops towards Meurs 
and KaldekiFchen. This movement may have 
for its obyeft the taking poffeffion of Venloo, 
or perhaps the march of the forces from Wefcl 
towards Holland. I fent to Stingel a reinforce- 
ment of 5,000 men, with a train of artillery, and 
three officers of engineers, to fortify fome of the 
pofts. This meafure has doubtlefs made him 
eafy 5 but it does not lelTen my great Anxiety re- 

^lative to the advanced pofts. 

Signed 

/ MIRANDA- 



L E T T E R IX. 

-G^/^^r^/DuMOURiER to General MiRAiivA. 

Antwerp, Feb. 5', 1793, Second Year of the 
French Republic, 

I ABSOLUTELY ftand in need. 
General, of General Thowenot : he muft bring 
me the ftate of the cantonments of your army, of 
mine, of the army of General Valence, an J of the 
body under the command of U^Harville. It is 
upon this foundation that I fhall determine our 
general movement, the outlines of which are— - 

Fitft, 
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Firft, You are to march with your army, 
with four twenty-four pounders, and two mor- 
tars, towards Venloo ; while I (hall with mine, 
and part of General Valence's, inTeft Maeftricht 
with the remainder of the heavy artillery, in or* 
der to hailen its capture. You will do the fame 
at Venloo, where you cannot meet with any re* 
iiflance, as there is no garrifon. 

My intention is to prefs Maeftricbt with un- 
abated fpirit ; and I have every reafon to hope, 
that after throwing the third bomb-ftiell into the 
town, it will furrender. 

Secondly, During this operation, which I 
hope may not be long. Valence will take a po* 
fition upon the Roer, and colled his forces. 

Thirdly, At the fame time. General D'Har- 
ville muft affemble his force near Namur, to be 
ready to join Valence, in cafe General Clairfait, 
reinforced by fuccours from Germany, and per* 
haps by a Pruflian army, fliould be tempted to 
pafs the Roer. If by chance Clairfeit (hoidd 
think proper to come down the Rhine and join 
the Pruflians in the neighbourhood of Wefel an4 
Cleves, and afterwards march ^towards the pro* 
vinces of Groninguen and Zutphen,then D'Har* 
ville is to continue in the environs of Aix-Ia» 

Chapelle ; 
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Chapelle ; whilft Valence is to come down the 
Roer as far as Rurenionde, 

I hope, General, that by being very expedi- 
tious in all our movements, we (hall be matters , 
of thofc two towns about the latfer end of Fe- 
bruary. But we muft not then think of relin- 
quifhing our entcrprizc ; for I confidcr Nime- 
guen, during the prefent ftate of the war in 
which we are engaged, as the key to Holland, 
If we are beforehand with the PrufEans in taking 
this very effential poft, we are certain to be in 
fifteen days matters of Amfterdam. All this ap^ 
pears chimericalj if- the country were not very 
much difpofed'in our favour; but eyery infor- 
mation which I have received on the fubjeft, 
affords me the greateft hope of fuccefs. 

Lieutenant Colonel F- returns to -you : 

his journey has been extremely ufeful to me ; 
and all his accounts exadly agree with thofe I 
have received from feveral other quarters. I 
am going to write to Lieutenant General O'Mo- 
ran, in order to know the certain number of 
troops which are under his command. Poflibly 
I may think it ufeful to have a fmall body near 
Antwerp, to penetrate between Breda and Bois- 
Ic-Duc, towards Gertruydenberg or Heufden ; 
this fmall body, which I might give to Berncron^ 
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Will check all the garrifons, and pfevent the re- 
inforcement of thofe on the frontiers, which we 
mean to attack. 

I (hall give very clear inftruAions to all the 
Generals, my auxiliaries. I requeft of you only, 
at this, moment, to refleft fufficiently on the 
outlines of this plan "of the campaign, and to 
fend, your obfervations by General Thowenot, 
whom I beg you will difpatch to me immedi* 
ateJy, for we have not a moment to lofe. 
The General in Chief, 
Signed 

DUMOURIER. 

P. S. Send me Citizen Cantin, my Secretary, 
with Major General Thowenot. 



L E T T E R X. 

General DvuouRiEB. io General Mika-j^-d a. 

Antwerp, Feb. 8, Second Year of the 
French Republic. 

IT is nine o'clock in the morn- 
ing, ^nd Thowenot is not yet arrived ; 1 am 
moft anxioufly expedling him with the detail of 
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ike movement of the forces. The taking df 
Venloo is of fuch importance, that I requeft ybxi 
will inftantly fend off an exprefs to Champmorin^ 
that he may be mafter^ of it before the arrival of 
the Pruffians. If that is not done, the campaign 
on our pirt is loft, and the defence of the Lovi^ 
^Countries very much endangered. My only 
hope, my dear Miranda, is in the rapid opera- 
tion of VenioQi Send inftantly to Champmorin 
two mortars, if he has none. Poffefs Huenf- 
werdt, then yon caii avail yourfelf of the Meufei 
for your artillery and foragci. I am fending br- 
dei*s to Dlival to join the' army dircftly. If we 
do not furpriie, if we do hot aftonifti, if we ard 
not before hand with the Dutch and Englifli, 
we lofe every thing in the fpring, particularly 
this country, which will be ill-affefted tdwards 
iiis, through bur own fault ; therefore let us dd 
things incredible, I am bold enough to fay, im- 
{)bffibilities. 

The General in Chiefs 

Signed 

DUMOURIER. 

P. S. Annexed is a i>acktt, which I requeft 
you to fend immediately to Maeftriqht. 



LETTER 
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L E T T E R XI. 

General Miranda to Citizen Pache; Msnijer 
of War. 

Head Qutrtcrs, Liege, Feb. 7, 1793, Second Tear 
of the French Republic 

ALTHOUGH I have not as yet 
received^ Citizen Minifler, any official intelli- 
gence relative to the declaration of war by the 
French Republic againft Holland^ the public 
notoriety of the event leaves me no occafion to 
doubt of its certainty. I am to add to the ac- 
count of the military difpofitions which I had 
the honour to communicate to you yefterday, the 
taking of the fort of Stevenfwerdt, and that of 
St. Michel, one on the right, and the other on 
the left fide of the Meufe, belonging to the 
Dutch, as yoij will fee by the annexed copy of 
the orders given for that purpofe to Major Ge- 
neral Champmorin, waiting for your further in- 
ftruftions. 

I had forgotten to communicate to you the 
orders which I gave to the army on the third of 
February, with regard to the.glorious death of 

Citizen 
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Citizen Pelleticr, the illuftrious martyr of liberty. 
I thought that, in following the example of the 
Legillative Body, and of the Executive Power, 
the army would only do its duty. 

Signed 

MIRANDA. 



LETTER XIL] 
General Dumourixr to General Mjranda. 

Antwerp, Feb. 1 1 , . 1 793, Second Year of the 
French Republic. 

GENERAL Thowcnot, my dear 
Miranda, will give you all the particulars of the 
bold enterprize which I projefted, the execu- 
tion of which, will take place on the 1 8th or 19th 
at fartheft. I fend you Thowenot, that at the 
fame period at fartheft you may begin to bom- 
bard Maeftricht. You muft pulh on this at- 
tack ; for it is not either the proper feafon, nor 
is it fuitable to^ur pui^ofe, to begin a regular 
fiege : every thing, therefore, depends on your 
expedition, in order to march diredldy againft 
Nimeguen at the head of 25,000 effective mem 
ypu will entruft the remainder of your army to 
Fa x!\^ 
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the command of General Lanoue, if General Va-r 
Icnce is not yet arrived. You will leave to this 
General Officer orders and inftruftions to pro- 
teft Aix-la-Chapelle, and to defend the paflkge 
of the Roer. 

I authorize you to take into pay all the Dutch, 
German. and Swifs of the garrifon of Maeftricht 
who will be inclined to join you. You are to 
take in the town all the cloathing and arms that 
you may find there, even thofe belonging to the 
garrifon, ^vhom you are to difmifsj, if a capitu- 
lation be granted. At the worft, you c^ buy 
their cloaths ; but you are not to let our troop? 
want any while thefe gentry are well cloathed. 
In order to get rid of your prifoners, you mufl: 
fend them into France, particularly the Swifs and 
the Germans. You will leave General Leveneur 
in Maeftricht with a garrifon : it need not be a 
ftrong one, fince General Lanope can cover the 
town. I 

If we had time to aft methodically, it would 
be neceffary that you fhould take Grave after 
Maeftricht ; but as Nimeguen is the key of the 
United Provinces on that fide, we muft prevent 
^he arrival of the Pruffians in thofe parts. As 
Grave is fituated on a curve of the Meq^, and 
covered by Stevenfwerdt and Venloo, where you 

mufl 
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inuft leave troops, it is better to pufti forward 
to Nimegue^. 

When you have commenced your expe- 
dition, and I fhall have begun my hazardous 
«nterprize, you may no longer be enabled to re- 
iceive>any orders from me ; for our commttnica- 
tion will be entirely interrupted, until we can 
meet again in the rear of the country, by means , 
of my marching againft Utrecht, when the revor 
lution will be completed at Rotterdam and.Am- 
fterdarp, where I fhall make no ftay, in order to 
join you with expedition, and deliver you from 
the trouble of befieging towns, in confequence 
of the orders which I will make the ntw Repubik 
give the different Commanders in Chief. I fhall 
probably bring with me a reinforcement of 
Dutch troops. If I do not completely fucceed, 
I fhall at leaft endeavour to take Breda, and 
perhaps even Bergen-op-zoom, or Bois-le-Duc, 
in order at leafl to cover our left flank in the 
fpririg. But the more daring my plan of attack, 
the greater hopes I entertain of its fuccefs. If 
I had fufBcient forces, and time, I would purfue 
a more methodical fyflem ; but. in our prefent? 
fituation, we muft ajionijh. and do aSisextremtly 
Jiazardous. 
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I beg you will give General Thowenot the two 
maps of Germany, which are pafted oa lisea, 
and which you muft have found in the fmall 
drawers of a bureau. Learn if Adjutant General 
de Pille and his four affiftants, whom I ordered 
to leave Liege, have executed this ofder ; if not, 
make them inftandy depart. 

We are undertaking an enterprize as difficult 
as it is daring. It is on this occasion that we 
(hould fay, Conquer^or die : our warmeft friend- 
fhip (hall level all obftacles : you are my faith* 
ful fecond, and I expeft every thing from you. 
On this important occafion, I confider the enter* 
prize as the only means of.faving the Republic. 
Caufe- Petit- Jean, ihe Commiflary, to whom I 
fcnt orders, to come away inftantly : he muft ab- 
folutely ftay with me forty-eight hours ; for he 
alone can procure me the means of not experi- 
encing any delay in iny expedition. I have here 
a Commiflary, a great novice, and very timid : 
and I am not acquainted with the refources of 
the country. Petit Jean (hall return to you im-^ 
mediately. I imagine that in three or four days 
at fartheft your artillery will be before Maeftricht^ 
and riiat you will begin to bombard immedi^i* 
ately. 

Take 
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Take care to Tpread the report that I flay here 
only for a few days, and that I am to meet you 
before Maeftricht, . or farther, if Maeftricht be 
taken about the 20th : and that it may not occa- 
lion any murmurs, mention it in a public man-* 
ner, that I am only flaying here in order to com- 
plete a loan of 1,200,000 florins, and that I am 
certain of fycceeding. I fhall write to you again 
before my departure ^ but once gone, no- longer « 
reckon on any news from me until our intended 
juhdlioA. Adieu ! I falute you cordially. 
The General in Chief,. 

Signed 
. , DUMOURIER. 

P. S. Annexed is an order for Waggonmafler 
Payen. Make him fet off immediately. 



L E T T E R > XIIL 

General Ml fiAJSfv A to Getieral Dvmovkier* 

Liege, Feb. 12, 1793. 

THIS ipftant I receive your let- 
ter of the I ith of February, from Antwerp, and 
am Waiting with the greatefl -impatience for the 
arrival of General Thowenot, in order to exe- 
cute, if poffible, your orders. 
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The four affiftants to the Adjutant General 
fct off yeflerday for Antwerp, agreeably to your 
commands* With regard to Adjutant General 
de Pilles, he is at this moment fomewhat indif- 
pofed ; and if you can let him be with me in 
the Northern army, he would be infinitely ufe- 
ful to me : 1 find him a man of integrity, in eon- 
fequence of the enquiries which I particularly 
made concerning him, in order to verify what 
Thowenot told me relative to him ; and I can 
afTure you, that t pofitively believe all that 
Thowenot thinks with regard to him is falfe ; 
and that the almoft general complaint of the 
morofe and. jealous character of Thowenot has 
a certain foundation. Here is Stevenfwerdt 
taken, and Venloo probably attacked at this.mo- 
ment, perhaps taken, as you will fee by the de- 
tail of the movements of Champmorin, relative 
to which I fend you the annexed copy, and of 
my difpatches yeflerday to the Minifter of War- 
lam employed in conftruftinga bridge atVifet, 
which I confider as very effential for our opera* 
tions againft Maeftricht. 

The exchange of prifoners of war is ^oing on 
at Mafeyick between the Auftrian Commiflarics 
and oursj with tolerable harmony, and without 
difficulty. They propofe one or two articles 
more to be added to the cartel, which I fubmit 
to/our^ecifion. 
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Baron SenfFc^ cudevdnt the Envoy of the King 
bf Pruffia to Liege, has been ftopt on his jour.- 
ney from Maeftricht to Utrecht : I think he is 
to be confidered as a prifoner of war. But with- 
out determining any thing relative to him, I 
ordered him to be fent to Bruffels, where he is to 
wait your orders and decifion in this refpeft. 
Signed 

MIRANDA; 



LETTER XIV. 

General Dumourier /^ General Miranda. 

Antwerp, Feb. 1 3, 1 793, Second Year of the 
French Republic. 

I SEND you. General^ fome of 
6jy proclamations. Order three or four thou-' 
fand copies to be printed, and take eveigr poiEble 
opportunity to difperfe them among xYa^ Dutch^ 
as I am now doing on my fide. I receive this 
moment your letter of the 12th, which gives me 
great pleafure. I hope you will foon inform me 
of the taking of Venloo* I am perfumed like- 
wife, that before the 17 th you will be on your 
march, and that mortars have already fired on 
Maeftricht. The Prince of Heffe,' who com- 
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mands there. Is Nothing of a military man : fee 
will propofe to you». perhaps, to evacuate the 
town, and to retire with his garrifon ; for the 
plan of the Dutch was to form a fmall army un- 
til the arrival of the Pruffians > and the 6000 
men of the garrifon of Maeftricht, if they were 
fuffered to leave it, would ferve to form diis 
little army, or would reinforce the garrifons of 
* Arnham and Nimeguen ] which is abfolutely to 
be avoided, by intimidating the Governor, and 
making him perfonally refponfible towards the 
inhabitants for the damages occafioned by the 
bombardtnent. If in the fiege of Maeftricht 
you appear to meet with refiftance, leave it to be 
difpatched by my army and that of Valence, and 
march yourfelf to Nimeguen, taking half the 
mortars, and the cannon of twelve and iixteen 
pounders ; if, on the contrary, Maeftricht fur- 
renders, in confequence of a . brifk attack and 
bombardment, as I hope it muft, then you will 
be ftrongei for the attack on Nimeguen. 

Upon fummoning the town of Maeftricht to 
furrender, do not forget, befide the Governor, 
to fummop the magiftrates, and to make them 
perfonally fcfponfible for the damage occafioned 
by the bombardment. Inform them, and 
through th^ means of the magiftrates, the inha- 
bitants, that you only wage war againft the par- 
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tizans of the Stadtholder, whom you will purfue 
with all poflible rigogr ; but that you, as well 
as all of us, entertain no other fentiment for the 
Dutch nation than that of friendfhip ; and that 
we only wifti to take advantage of the Pruffians, 
who would opprefs them, as they have already 
4one. This admonition and advice you will 
clothe in your own peculiarly animated ftyle, 
and take great care to circulate copies by 
every poffiljle means. I hear that the Brunf- 
wick troops, in the fervice of Holland, have no 
intention whatever to fight. Avail yourfelf of 
this iriformaiion. 

You may keep in your army Adjutant Gene- 
ral de Pille, who could not agree with Thow- 
cnot. This laft may be haughty and imperious ; 
but he is too ufeful a man not to give him this 
little fatisfacEtion, particularly in confequence of 
.certain vpry ferious charges he laid before me, 
and of which we will fpeak, when we nieet. 

I will write to General Moreton, that he may 
fend Baron Senfft to Valenciennes, from'wheiM:© 
Le Brun, the Minifter, fliall be made acquainted 
with his arrival, and determine his fate. 

Courage, my friend, while we urge on with 
. French impetupfity in this expedition ; we can- 

G z xv^x^ 
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not fail of fuccefs ; and this brilliant debut of 
ihe campaign will give us arms^ cloathsj povifions^ 
^mmunitionj and money. 

The General in ChieJ of the Army in 
• Belgium, 
Signed 
, DOUMOURIER- 



LETTER XV, 

I'he Minister of War to General Miranp-^ 

Paris, Feb. 14, Second Year of the French Republic. 

I RECEIVED, Citizen, your 
letter of the 7th inft. to the Minifter of War. 
The declaration of war by the French Republic 
againft Holland and England Ihould have been 
by this time officially known to you : I entirely 
approve, however, x)f the meafures adopted by 
you in conftquence of this determination, before 
you even received infc^rmation of the event from 
the Miniflers, You will keep poffeffion of the 
Putch forts of Stevenfwerdt and St. Michel, 
which you ordered General Champmorin to take. 
General Dumourier is now at the head of his 
army, employed on an expedition againft Hol- 
land : he h^s concerted with his Generals the 

plan 
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plan of the campaign, and confequently you 
ought to have received the neceflary inftru<?^ 
tions to co-operate with and affift him. 

I thank you for the communication of your 
letters >yritten to Generals Leyeneur, Stingel, 
and Champmorin ; they contain very wife mea- 
j||res, which I cannot but applaud. 

I equally approve of the order given by you 
fefpecfting the death of Citizen Pelletier. Every 
good Frenchman Ihould participate in the regret 
pecafioned by the lofs of this martyr of liberty ; 
and you did well to afford a public tcftimony 
pf it, by the general mourning which you or- 
(dered in the army. 

TheMinifterofWar, 
Signed 

BEURNONVILLK 

P. S. I this inftant received your difpatches 
of the nth, and am going to acquaint the Con- 
vention with the taking of Fort Stevenfwerd's. 
This news will give them as much pleafurp as 
it affords to me. 

You may rely on the utmoft aftivity on my 

, part, to compenfate for all the misfortu^ies which 

overwhelnx us. I only require a little patience 
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from my comrades, and every thing will go on 
well. I do not think there- is any reafon to com* 
pliment me on my nomination to the Miniftry : 
I was better at the head of my army ; but a fol- 
dier fhould not have any wilL However, I 
know the evils, and will be able at leaft to point 
them out. 



LETTER XVI. 

General Miranpa to General ^- rnonville, 

Liege, FtL. .74, 1793. 

I RECEIVED this day. General, 
the news of the taking of the Dutch forr of St. 
Michel, upon the left bank of the Meufe, and 
oppofite Venloo, of which our troops took pof- 
feffion without refiftance, havin^J made fome 
Dutch foldiers who were before the fort, pri- 
foners. An extraordinary inundation of the 
Meufe, for fome days paft, has prevented our 
becoming mailers of the fortifications of Ven- 
loo, on tlie right bank of that river. The Pruf. 
fians, taking advantage of thefe circumftances, 
have thrown themfelves into the town in great 
numbers, aflifted by the Dutch troops who 
guarded the fortifications, and fupported by a 

body 
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body of infantry amounting, as I have been In- 
formed, from 8 to io,ocio men. We occupy 
the left fide of the Meufe, a fituation which" fa* 
vours all our operations againft Holland, while 
a confidefable body of Pruffians occupy PrufTian 
Gueldre, and are raifing batteries on the right 
fide of the Meufe, I do not doubt that this 
Pruffian corps, which, a$ I am informed, amounts 
tp 15,000 men, is deftined to affift Holland, 
(hould our armies attempt to invade the United 
Provinces. If a revolution in favour of liberty 
breaks forth in Holland, it will facilitate our en- 
terprize, ^nd remove numberlefs difficulties, 
which we muft otherwife experience from the 
Pruflian army. 

It is probable, that on the commencement of 
the fiege or bombardment of Maeftricht, the 
Auftrian army, which is before us on the Roer, 
and amounts, as I am informed, to 40,000 men, 
will attempt to attack ours, ftationed behind 
that river, "to cover the attack on Maeftricht, 
and endeavour to compel us to raife the fiege* 
Our i^rces are far from being fufficient to keep 
poiTeflion of that extent of ground we now oc- 
cupy, and to execute the plans we are about to 
enter upon. The Commander in Chief, General 
Dumourier, has doubtlefs apprized you of every 
particular. I have received bis ortiers, and the 
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\vhole army is in motion, with confidence and 
alacrity. The enterprize appears aftoniOiingly 
difficult J I therefore hope, that^ if the fuc«* 
cefs is not in every thing anfwerable to our 
wifties, and to the hopes you may have con-^ 
ceived of the expedition, we (hull meet with that 
indulgence-, which an ardent zeal for the fervicc 
and glory of the country infpires to a free na-* 
tion, who beholds her children eager to meet 
death in her defence. 

Annexed is a copy of the report of General 
Champmorin on the taking of Fort St. Michel, 
with a note from Lieutenant General Bouchet, 
requefting you to fend us, by return of the 
meffenger, the plans and defcription of the for- 
tifications of Maeftiicht, which we are much in 
want of at prefent ; as alfo a copy of the letters 
of the ci'devant Marchionefs de Favras, which 
contain fome information. 

The other paper annexed is a difpatch written 
in the Dutch language, with a tranflatioh, .ad- 
drefled to the magiftrates of Maeftricht, for the 
fuppreffion of patriotic writings, which was in- 
tercepted at one of our pofls near Maeftricht. 

Signed 

MIRANDA. 

LETTER 
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Lett e r xvii. 

Oeneral DuMOVKiEK to General Mir at^d a. 

Antwerp, Feb. 1 5, 1 793, Second Year of the 
French Rejpublic, 

COMMISSARY Petit- Jean, who is 
Arrived this moment, informs me, my dear Ge- 
neral, that 12 or 13,000 Pruffians have made 
^hemfelves matters of Venloo and the environs. 
This intelligence is of a very difagreeable nature ; 
For having been beforehand with us at Venloo, 
the Pruffians will certainly either wait for us be- 
hind the canal Eugene, which runs from Venloo 
to Gueldre, march to Ruremonde, (hould they . 
receive reinforcements, or fpread themfelves in 
Holland, in order to defeat my expedition.. 
This laft meafure, fliould they embrace it, will 
be dangerous to them 5 becaufe, if Maeftricht 
does not hold out long, as I hope it will not ; 
and if I fucceed in penetrating into the heart of 
Holland, which I am ready to attempt,- you 
inarching on your fide with fpirit againft them, 
at the head of 25 or 30,000 men, I will charge 
them in the rear, fo that they will find, themfelves 
obliged to fuftain a double fire. 

H TV>^% 
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^ Thus you will be enabled to judge how iih-' 
poruht it is, the attack on Maeftricht be fud- 
den and unexpeded, and that you may be able 
on the firft day to fix your mortar batteries, — I 

fend you Lieutenant Colonel , to whom 

Beurnonville has tiot been able to give any other 
rank than that oi Adjoint yOV affiftant to the Ad- 
I'utdnt Generals. He will acquaint you with 
the moft fectet particulars relative to Maeftricht, 
and you will employ immediately all the means 
•which he has pradlifed to bring about the dcfer- 
tion of the Swifs and Germans. You will alfo 
form, under his command, an independent bat- 
tallion of 800 or 1000 men of thefe deferters; 
you will fulfill, in order to attradt and fix ihera 
among your troops, the promifes which he was 
obliged to make them. We muft not be parti- 
cular as to the money they may coft, for in the 
end, the city of Maeftricht will pay all expen- 
ces. I wifti, and I venture even to hjope, that 
this place will not coft you more than two or 
three days, and you will then be able inftantly 
to march againft the PrufSans, flopping only 24 
hours in Maeftricht, and fetting your columns 
immediately in motion. If you can at this mo- . 
ment detach feme troops to reinforce General 
Champmorin, they will be very acceptable. I 
hope he is mafter of Fort St. Michel, from. 
whence it will be very eafy to bombard Venloo. 
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When yoii have reduced Maeftricht, you can, 
in approaching Venloo, dr^w off the Garrifon of 
Riiremonde, or leave there what is indifpenfably 
neceffary, and follow the Pruffians towards Ni- 
meguen, while 5 or 6000 riien Ure bombarding 
Grave in your rear. Confider how important it 
is, my dear friend, that you fhould harrafs the 
Pruffians, to hinder them from marching againft 
me, who have only 15000 men, and fcarcely 
even that number-^— neverthelefs we cannot re- 
treat ; my advanced guard fets off on the i8th, 
and I will follow it the next day. Continue to 
propagate the report of my arrival at the army, 
and be adtive in affembling your artillery, am- 
munition, and other carriages, that no delay 
may be fuffered after the taking of Maeftricht, 
On your readinefs to co-operate with^me, de-^ 
pends the fate, hot only of Holland, but of the 
republic, of the liberty of nations ; for if we do 
not fucceed in our attempt in this inftance, not 
being either liked by the Belgians, whom, on 
the contrary we have exafperated againft us *^ 
nor having an army equal to aft defenfively, w^ 
Jhall he driven from Belgium with the fame pre*, 
eipitation with which we became mafers of the 
Auflrian Netherlands. Difgrace and conjlernation 
muft follow our tumultuous and diforderly retreat ^ 
and wefhall afterwards be expofed to difficulty and 
(bnger in defending even our own country. Such 
Hz bein|; 
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being the extremity to which we may be re- 
duced, it is only by the moft undaunted cou- 
rage, and rapidity that we can lave our country. 

The Commander in Chief of the Army ii\ 
Belgium. 



PUMOURIER^ 



LETTER XVIII. 

General Dumourier to General Miranda. 

Antwerp, 1 6 Feb, Sc^nd year of the Republic,^ 

THQWENQT has bpen obliged, Gev 
^eral, to flop at Bruflels and Louvain, and per- 
haps at Tirleniont : but this delay is only for the 
advantage of your expedition. \ think as you 
do, and I fupported what you wrote to the Mi- 
nifter of War, Beurnonville. I do not however, 
think, that Clairfait has already 40,000 men, I 
know that General Beaulieau has been conveyed 
to Luxembourg dangeroully ill. and that his^ 
'ai:my is in want of every thing. I know like- 
wife that the army of Clairfait is as badly fup- 
plied as our own, and I do not think he caiv 
have it in his power, before three weeks, to at- 
tempt any thing againft that body of the army 

which 
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which you will leave affembled near Aix-I^t- < 
Chapelle, and in the cantonnients of the Roer ; 
leave this dcftiixation to General Valence, who 
wilhjpin the army immediately. I authorife 
you to take from my arn^y as many as, with 
your own, may make from 25 tp 30,000 men, 
^nd you will leave th^ remainder to General Va- 
lence, to cover Liege and Maeflricht. You will 
^ikewife leave with him his Lieutenant General 
Leveneuf, and appoint Lieutnant General La-f 
^ouej, Governpr of Maeflricht. 

General Euffiace* has written to me anabfurd 
letter, in his ufual ftyle, complaining that you 
prdered him to be guarded by two gendarmes. 
I fend h\n\ orders tp go to Paris, and your gen- 
darmes will Return to the army, when they have- 
feen him on his journey. This man has fo lit- 
tle worth, that yovf (houldnot be vexed on bis 
'^qdount, 

I believe this day, or to-morrow at fartheft you 
^ill begin your n^arch. — You received my, letter 
yefterday by Lietenaut Colonel — i— . I Ihall 
IcaveAntwerp to-morrow Pr after to-morrow, ^nd 
|hall not delay attempting the grande avanture. 

The General in Chief of the Army in Belgium. 

Signed pUMOURIER- 

♦ Ak aatiye of the Ufiited States of Atacs\c8.^ 
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LETTER XIX. 

General Miranda, Commander in Chief, to Geuf^ 
ral LANOtri^. 

Liege, 16 Feb. 17 95. 
IT is neceffary, General, for the 
fervice of the Republic, that you fhould imme- 
diately go to Aix-la-Chapelle, and take the 
command of all the troops of the Belgic army, 
which are cantoned between the Roer and La 
Meufe, 

General Stingel, who now commands them^ 
has received the neceffary orders for the arrange- 
ment of the troops, and the meafures to be 
taken, (hould the en^my make any attempt on 
the cantonments, or to pafs the Roer. You 
will aft in conformity to thefe orders, and, with 
the afli(\ance of this refpeftable veteran, and 
Generals Miazinfki and Dampierre, take all the 
precautions which your wifdom and military 
talents fuggeft, vigoroufly to defend the paffago 
of the Roer; or to offer battle to the enemy, 
flaould they determine to crofs that river, with 
an intention to throw fuccours into lyiaeftricht, 
to attack our troops which inyeft it, or, in fine, 
to counteradt any other attempt they may make, 
. ' WheA 
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• When you h^ve made your obfervatidns rela- 
tive to the pdfition of our troops, and thofe of* 
the enemy, difpatch a courier immediately, that 
a<9:ing conjointly for the good of the fervice^ 
I "may be enabled to afford you fuch fuccours as 
eur extenfive operations will permit* 

Signed 

Miranda; 



• L E T T E R XX. 

General Miranda to General Beurnonville, 
Minijier at War. 

Liege, Feb. 17,1795^ 
I HAVE the honot to fend 
you, General, the annexed copy of all the orders 
I have juft iffued to the three armies of Belgium, 
the North, and the Ardennes, which at prefent 
occupy the banks of the Roer, of the Meufe, as 
far as Fort St. Michel, and which form, at this 
moment, the inveftment of Maeftricht. I hope 
they will merit your approbation. 

I truft, in eight 6 ten days at fartheftr, Mae- 
ftricht will have furrendered to our arms, from 
whence, by a rapid march, I propofe to attack 
Nimeguen with a body of 25,000 men, and to 
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join or fupport Generd Dumourier, who by that 
time will have penetrated into Holland on and 
ther fide, as has been agreed oil between us/ 
I forefee extreme difficulty in all thefe enter- 
prifes, but truft we (hall furmount them, if ei- 
ther the weather, or chance, be favorable to usj 

I fend you annexed different papers: i. An in- 
famous printed paper, which the ariflocrats in 
the environs attempted to circulate among the 
army, and which the officer to whom it was di- 
refted, immediately delivered to me. 2. The 
military reconnoiffance made by the officers of the 
artillery, and the corps of engineers, for the bom- 
bardment of Maeftricht. 3. Military proceed- 
ings againfl Major General Euftace, for difobe* 
dience, and other ferious charges — the principal 
of which is a corjrefpondence with the Prince of 
Bejij Governor of Maejricht^ which was fent to 
Paris, by General Dumourier. Some members ' 
of the National Conyention can give information 
relative to the former conduct of this individual, 
whom they perfonally knew at Bordeaux, and of 
whom they complained in my prefence, to Citi- 
zen Le Brun, Minifler for foreign^affairs. 

. Signed 

MIRANDA, 
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. 'LETTER XXt 

The Minister at War, to GeHeraiMiKAV-oA* 

Paris, Feb; ijr, 1793, Second Yearctf thcJ 
French Reptiblici 

I RECEIVED, Generdi your 
cxprcfs on the 14th inftant, and thank you foi? 
the particuUj^s relative to the furrender of fort 
Su MicheK 

I have acquainted the National Conventiori 
vith the fuccefs of this enterprife, condudled by 
General Champmorini I falw with concern^ 
that the inundation of the Meufe, prevented thct 
attack of VenloOj which h now garrifoned.by 
the Priiflians.— I cannot doubt butyouhavd com- 
municated tliis circumftance w General Du- 
iixourier^ and that you will immediately receivei 
iprftruftions how to proceed, and connedt youf 
operations^ The precautions you have taken . 
to come at the knowledge of the enemy's move-* 
ments, are very prudent.-^I exhort you to con- 
tinue them. I have feen the extra6ks of the let- 
.ters which were intercepted* 



Adjutant General St, Fief, my affiftant in the 
concerns of the engineers and artillery, anfwers 
General Bouchet's enquiries concerning the 
plans and particulars relative to Maeftricht ; Ge- 
neral D'Ar9on, who at this time ftiould be with 
General Dumourier, has carried them all away ; 
and he is in poffeffion of every information, 
which can throw light on the proper mode of 
Attack. General Bouchet ftiould be made ac- 
quainted with them. 

The General— Minifter of War. 
Signed 

BEURNONVILLE. 

P. Sr The moment I receive the plans of 
^hich General Bouchet (lands in need, I will 
fend them to you^ Search is now making for 
them,. 



L E T T E R XXIL 

. General Miranda to General Dumourier. 

Liege, Feb. i8, 1793. 

YOU will fee. General, by the 
annexed copy of my letter to the Minifter of 
,War, the condition of the forces, and the difpo- 

fal 
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£al of them to execute your orders.— You will 
thereby be enabled to judge of the impoffibi- 
lity to begin the bombardment in lefs than four 
or fix days hence, and that confequcntly we can* 
not be at Nimeguen with a corps of 25,000 
men before the 26th or 28th. This calculation 
appears to me fufEciently probable, and I believe 
I (hall be able to execute it, if we are not imr 
peded by any unforefeen accident. — ^You may 
xely, exclufive of this circumftance, on my ful- 
filling your orders; or, if you think it proper, 
fend me fome frefli inftruftions.— Colonel — — 
arrived here yefterday, and I (hall avail myfelf 
to the utmoft of his connexions with Mae^ 
ftricht. 

Send me as foon as ppflible CommilTary Pe^. 
tit- Jean, fince thofe who are here, in(tead of 
fcrving and a(Sfting, are only thwarting us ; 
this principally occafions a delay in our future 
enterprize, and if not inftantly remedied, will 
end in the difcon^fiture of the whole. 

Signed 

MIRANDA, 



l^ J.ETTE1R, 
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I. E T T E R XXIIL 

General Dumourier to General Miranda,' 

Antwerp^ Feb. 19*. 1793, Second Yqir 
ofth^Kepublic. 

THE delays which I experience^ 
General, give me great anxiety, and would ftill 
increafe it, if your letter of the 18th. did not prove 
that you e^^perience fimilar trials. This jufti- 
fies the opinion I have always entertained, thjrt 
too much precipitation was ufcd in tl^e declara- 
tion of war. They (hould have fpun the nego- 
ciation, until I was ready tq enter Holland, and 
lay fiege to Maeftricht. Make what expedition 
you can. Petit- Jean, the Commiffaf y, who canr 
not leave this until the aift, will jofn you di- 
yeftly *i — ^he informs me that 7000 horfes, which 
, he required from the Northern department for 
your army, are on their way. We are waiting 
for the forjnpr Comptrollers of provifions and 
forage, who had returned, back for fhe greater 
advantage of the armies ; I therefore hope, that 
ip this refpeft, wi? ftall not want for any thing, 

Thowenot' will give you an account of the 
general plan which I have drawn for the levy of 

^Belgian 
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^Igian froops, agreeable to the defire of the 
^inifler of War. I will be after to-morrow be- 
fore Breda, which 1 ftiall threaten to bonibar4, 
while veffels are coUefting for my great enter- 
prize, I hope the enemies will fwallow the 
hst^t, and believe that I have a mind to fit down 
before this town, and afterwards attack Ger- 
truydenberg. I am well pleafed with the letter 
from Duffeldorf ; for if it is true, which I have 
reafon to think it is ; Clairfayt will not . be fo 
foqn ready. I can inform you befide, that ex* 
cept the cavalry and the Hungarian grenadiers, 
Jill the reft of his army is compofed of new le- 
'^ies, which are not equal to ours. Take there- 
fore Maeftricht ; for we cannot make fure of 
the courfe of the Meufe, but when in poffeffion 
of that town. I know their confternation is very 
gre^t, that the greater part of the troops in the 
garrifon have very little inclination to 6ght: 
that the lefs method and form employed at this 
iiege, the fooner you will fucceed, becaufe the 
|3ombardment will be difagreeable to the garri- 
fon, and frighten the inhabitants. The emi- 
grants even who retired there, will add to their 
many embarraffments, ^nd will hafteri the fur-y 
render of the place. All your orders to the dif- 
ferent Generals are clear and comprehenfive. I 
(Ijair fwd you an e^^prefs the moment I leave 

Antwerp, 
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Antwerp, and it is very probable you will hear 
little from me, before our intended jundion. 

The General in Chief of the Army of Belgium. 

Signed • 

DUMOURIER, 

P. S. Tranjlated/rom the Spanijh. 

We are now deep in our enterprize, let us not 
look back; it is not the time for prudence, or 
method; every day loft is attended with the 
greateft danger. 

As I have here two of your mcflengcrs, I 
keep one, whom I (hall fend away to-mofrow. 



LETTER XXIV, 

General Miranda, Commander in Chiefs to Ge-* 
neral Lanoue. 

Liege, 19th Feb. 1793. 

I HAVE received. General, your 
letter, written yefterday from Aix-la-Chapellc. 
I have ordered a ftate of the troops under your 
command to be drawn out, by General Thowe- 
HQt at the head of the ftafF, which can be inime- 

diately 
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; jdiately employed, and by which it appears that, 
with the bodies commanded by Generals La 
Marche and NeuiUy, who are equally fubordi- 
nate to you, and with five battalions which you 
are to receive immediately, two of (hem having 
begun their march this day, you will have an 
army of 30,000 efFeftive men, without reckon- 
ing a body of 3500 commanded by General 
Lamorliere, which covers your left, and that of 
General Leveneur, confifting of 6000 men be- 
fore Wyck, who are all in a condition to fup- 
port you in cafe of neceflity. 

You artillery, according to the ftate given by 
General D^Augheft, commander in chief, is now 
22 field pieces, befide what belongs to the bat- 
talions ; and four engineers have been employed 
in fortifying the points which were judged pro- 
per for that purpofe. Therefore, General, you 
muft endeavour with this force to fulfil what is 
allotted to you, while we are compleating mat- 
ters on another fide, which we are bound to 
execute, although with lefs comparative ftrength. 
If you think proper to fend a copy of this order 
to General La Marche and Neuilly, or others, 
you may do fo, that a neceffary harmony may 
every where prevail. 

^ I have 
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I havejuft given orders, that the militdwf j 
bofpital (ball not want money^ and that theit I 
iball lj)e plenty of forage. 



Signed 



MIRANDA. 



LETTER XXV. 

'General Mi^AJHD A to Citizen La Croix, Ctm^ 
mijjioner from the National Convention to the 
Army in Belgium^ 

Liege, Feb.2z, 1793. 

THAT you may be enabled. 
Citizen, to know the particular motives which 
determined me to comply with the rcqueft of 
the Committee of Safety of the city of Liege, 
with regard to the Englifli who are now here, I 
fend you a copy of my orders to General Thow- 
enot, and a lift of the Engliih, The correfpond- 
ence which moft of them have kept up, either 
with the emigrants, or with the garrifon of 
Maeftricht, has rendered this precaution necef-' 
fary, both with regard to themfelves as well as 
for the commonwealth. . -' ' 

ALiJl 
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^JJJl tfthi Englifb whore denmmstdhy the Cm^ 
mi t tee of Safety rf the City of Liege k 

3^ . QRAINCER, his wife an4 

daughter ^ Miift depan alohe bjr the Diligence; 
{Are not gone.) 

Mus. TAYLdR, wife of an 
Eiiglilh Phyllcian :— lives at the CbnVent of the 
EqgUfh Nuns, although Jhe has a houfe at tioche- 
porte. 

£— Mrs. DALLMAN and het 

iiicce. Shall depart together on Friday. 

(^Jre not gone.) 

LADY CLIFFORD and her 
two daughters. 

— STANHOPE, one of the 
national guards, and his wife. Many perfons 
vouch for them. 

jB— SERLE, his wife and 

children. He is very intimate with the Dutch 
Envoy. Shall depart with his family on ThurC- 
day. 

{Is gone for BruJfelSy) 
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LADY FITZGERALD, with 
a niece, great acquwitances of (he Pope's Nun- 
cio j her brother ^nd fifter. 

£— RICHARDS and his £i- 

mily. Shall depart with his family. 
(Gone for Brujels.) 

Mrs. RYAN. 

5— ^ BURRESS,— an Irifli-wo- 

man— in trade. Shall depart with her fou by 
the Diligence. 

{Is not gone.) 

Certified by YHLER, Major General, 
Governor of the City of Liege, Se- 
cond Year of the French Republic. 

K. B. Thofe with the mark of letter B pre- 
fixed to their names, have been particularly de« 
bounced as fufpicious perfons. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XXVI. 

J^'h^ Minister of War to General Miranda. 

Paris, Feb. 22, 1 793, Second Year of the 
French Republic. 

I RECEIVED, General, your 
letter of the 17 th inft. with the particular detail 
- of the meafures taken in confequence of General 
Dumourier's inftrudions for inveftingand bom- 
barding Maeftricht. Your plan of operations, 
which I have examined with much attention, 
appears to be coipbined and fraught with wif- 
dom. I hope the harmony fubfifting between 
the different Generals, and the valor of our fel- 
low-foldiers, will cnfure complete fuccefs. I 
anxioufly wait for news from you, and am Con- 
fident it will prove good. 

I cannot at this inftant anfwer the other fubr 
jefts of your letter ; but will give orders to have 
It particularly examined. You may rely on my 
zeal to do every thing you defire, as far as it de- 
pends on me. _ 

The Minifter of War, 
Signed 

BEURNONVILLE, 
K 2 LETTER 
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LETTER XXVII. 

OeneraiDuyiovKiEK to Genial Mm avd a. 

Groot-Klundcrt, Feb. 22, Second Year of the 
French Republic. 

I AM now in full march : my 
left divifion, confifting of nine battalions^ blocks 
up Bergen*op-2Loom : my advanced guard is on 
the Merck, and has feized fomc boats : I hope 
it will take Dort in its way, affifted by my rear- 
guard, and the right divifion. To-morrow I 
ihall fend Devau:^ ^ with a fevere fummons to 
the Governor and magiftrates, a copy of whi(:li 
is annexed. 

Devau3{: has imparted a converfation he has 
had with you. I hope you will t^e Maeftricht, 
^hat we may (hake hands between Nimeguen 
and Utrecht. If Nimeguen falls fpeedily, you 
jnuft likewife take Amersfort, that th^ Germans 
may be completely fliut out JBrom the provin<:e 
of Utrecht. 

My ftay before Breda will be no longer than 
is neceffaiy to get r?ady the tranfports, feventeen 

^ His Adjutant Gene;ral,fince^/7&//ff^i/^t Paris, in the 
^^th year of his age.«— — Tii^slatoji. 

of 
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' ' ' 

of whom have already fallen into our hands. If 
^reda furrenders, I will take artillery of every 
calibre, which will greatly facilitate my opera- 
tions in Holland, where I (hall find all'the.pon- 
jtopns pf th^ republic. You will eafily judge 
that, having fufScient bufinefs on my hands, I 
I^^Vfp oi4y time to wifli you welU. 

The General in Chief of the armies 
in Belgium, 
Signed 

DUMOURIER. 



LETTER XXVIII. 

Gi^neralMiRAis^DA to General Dumourier. 

Hochten, Feb. 25, 1793. 

I IjSfCLdSE you a copy, Ge- 

neral, of my difpatches to the Minifter at War : 

you will fee what I have done in confeqnence of 

your orders. We (hall fee if the confufipn in 

Maeftricht, now on fire in five places, will in- 

diicie the Governor and magiftrates to furrender ; 

if not, I propofe leaving this place in four or five 

days, and will meet you towards Grave or Ni- 

jtacguen ; it is imppffible to do it fooner, as I 
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have not yet fccn Commiffary Pctif- Jean, tod 
can have no dependance on the fubalterns, finct 
my army has been left without a principal Com- 
miflary. ' We now find ourfelves almoft at a 
flanci, by the disjointed condition of the Admi- 
niftrators, and a want of provifions^ the necef- 
fary confequcnce. However, Commiflary Petit- 
Jean having promifed to come this day, I (hall 
fettle the bufinefs with him ; and you may rely^ 
that not a moment (hall be loft in the e±ecution 
of your orders* 

Signed 

MIRANDA. 



LETTER XXIX. 

Ceneral MiKAVD A to General BEVKVOVViLLEf 
Uinijier of fVar. 

Hochten, Feb. 25, 1793, 

MAESTRICHT having been 
inverted, according to my orders, by a body of 
12,000 men, on the right bank of the river, wc 
began our works by raifing the neceflary batte- 
ries to bombard the town. Every thing was 
happily completed on the 23d, on the heights 
of Cauwenbcrgh, at 40© toifes from the covered 

way, 
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way, and only with the lofs of three men, not- 
withdandiiig a conflant iire from the befieged. 

Our batteries being ready to play yefterday 
at noon^ I fent the annexed fiimmons to the 
Commander in Chief, and to the magiftrates of 
Maeftricht. The anfwer of the Prince of Hefle, 
the Governor (of which you have a copy), was 
a refufal — fending me a verbal meffage by Colo- 
nel Arnaudin, that he thought -fummoi^ing 
him to furrender the town a furprifing matter, 
as he did not know that the Dutch nation had 
declared war againft France; and that if I would 
give him permiflion, he would difpatch an ex- 
prefs to their High Mightineffes, to require in- 
ftruftions on this head. 

Our fire began in the night, fupported by ano- 
ther battery of mortars, raifed before Wick, and 
foon after the town was feen on fire. The enemy 
extinguifhed it ; but this morning, at ten, it 
broke forth with greater fury, and Maeftricht is 
iat this inftant in flames. 

The garrifon have made two for ties j each of 
about two hundred men 5 one, on the fide of 
Wick, the other by St. Peter's gate : our troops 
cafily repulfed them with lofs, and we have not 
loft a man. 
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i am verydefirous to put an end to this liegi^ 
and execute matters of greater importance, wc* 
cording to the orders of General Dumourier^ 
communicated to you in a former difpatch; but 
I ought not to conceal from you, that the want 
of a principal Commiilary with my army^ makes 
it impoflible for me to execute all within the li** 
mi ted time^ which may' be prodadive of the 
mofl fatal confequences to the intereft of the 
Republic. 

Signed 

MIRANDA. 



LETTER XXX. 

General Dv MOV KiER to General Miranda. 

Sevenbergen, Feb. 26, i793» Second Year of the 
French Republic. 

I AM perfuaded, my dear Ge- 
neral,' that yoiir firft meffenger wDl bring me the 
news of the furrender of Maeftricht : I calcu- 
late, that as it was on fire in five places on the 
^5^\ you continued it without interruption, and 
that the citizens will at length be wearied with 
fuch ufelefs refiftance, and perhaps give law to 
the Governor. Belide^ the news of the taking 

of 
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t>f Breda will fpread confternation among them. 
Cieneral Berneron tpok laft night the town of 
Kiundert : to-morrow they will attack William- 
ftadt ; . and the day following Gertr'uydenberg ; 
and, in the mean time, my batteries will ba 
^ placed along the coaft, which I have completely 
reconnoitred, and have the greateft hopes of 
luccefs. I have for the paffage twenty-one co- 
vered boats, makfng i>ear 800 tons, and five or 
fix floops well calculated for boarding. The 
artillery of Breda and of Kiundert will ferve for 
my batteries, and for keeping up a crofs fire 
during the paffage of the advanced guard ; by 
thefe means a dozen of armed veffels will be 
kept at a diftance, and 1. hope will do no great 
rnifchief. It is even poflible I may feize fome 
to acompany me to Rotterdam. 

You will imagine that the artillery of Breda 
is very confiderable ; that of Kiundert affords 
^^^ ^500 good fufils, ten pieces of cannon, out 
of fifty which I found there ; more than 2000 
ten-inch bombs, 18,000 Weight of gunpowder, 
and a tolerable colledion of ducats from the 
\yorthy inhabitants, as well as by the feizure of 
what belongs to the iPrince of Orange. I have 
befide from that place 100© facks of oats and 
corn, with forage. I hope my paffage will be 
made before the 5th of March s and it is very 



C 74 ] 

probable that I may then travel along without, 
fighting. Avail yourfelf of the cotifternation 
which all this good news will fpread on your 
fide. Extend yeur arpis (allongez les bras) as 
much as you poflSbly can, that we may join 
at Nimeguen, and there dance the Carmagnole 
together. 

I wrote in the mbft preffing manner to Beur- 
Bonville on the abfolute neceflity of fending to 
you immediately Commiflary Makis ; for Petit- 
' Jean is neceflfary in Holland, in order to take 
advantage of thefupplies of that country for the 
war in the Low Countries. I have enjoined Ge- 
neral Thowenot to expedite the embodying 
from a^ to 30 battalions of Belgians, and every 
Commander, General Officer, or othei", is cbm- 
miffioned to affift in this bufinefs, each in his 
xerpeftive arrondijfement. I therefore hope that> 
before the monUi of may, we Ihall have at leaft 
25,000 Belgian infantry to join our' army. Our 
volunteers tvill return in thoufands ♦ wheri they 
hear of our fuecefs ; and I hope tljat in this cor- 
ner we fhall be able to colledt 150,000 men, 
who will enable me tp play feme monkey tricks 
(faire quelques Jingeries) with the defpots who at- 

*. Very near 60,000 quitted their colours, having agreed 
ouJj^ to fcrre during the precedbg fummei:.— Translator. 
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. tack US. Adieu ! my dear comradc-rkeeip dp a 
good fire— drink dry— take careof yourfelf,and 
be in good fpirits. 

The General in Chief of the A^my in 
Belgium, 
Sighed 

DUMOURIER. 



JL E T T E R XXXI. 

General Miranda to General Dumovkier^ 

Hochten, Feb. 27, 1703. 
DEAR GENERAL, 

SINCE my laft letter we have 
done great damage to the town, notwithftanding 
a very briik fire on the part of the befieged, 
which has done us 'but little hurt. I avail my- 
felf of the favourable opportunity of the good 
news you communicated, to write to the Go- 
vernor of Maeftricht, a copy of which, his and 
,the magiftrates anfwers, are annexed. This time 
they did not allow Colonel Arnaudin to go int9 
the town, either that he (hould not witnefs the 
damage done, or for fear that his admiffion 
.plight pccafion the inhabitants to get, together, 
of which the patriots would take advantage; 
But the converfation which he held with an old 
L 2 - Brunfwick 
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Brunfwick officer on guard at the gate, induced 
him to believe the town was in the greateft dif- 
trefs ; and from thence I infer, that by conti- 
nuing the bombardment, and even throwing in 
fome red-hot balls, Maeftricht will furrender to 
the forces of France in ten days. I will leave 
this bufinefs to General Valence and his army, 
^nd form a junction with you. 

The General came hdre to fee me, when I 
made him acquainted with all your plans : he 
appeared difpofed to contribute to the utmoft 
of his pov. ei in every thing ; he has fince written 
to me froji Liege, and renewed his good in- 
tentions. General Thowenot and Commiffary 
Petit-Jcr^i came here yefterday, when we fet- 
tled our refpedlive plans. I agreed with Thow- 
enot, that a body of 10,000 men fliall occupy 
the pofts which I leave before Maeftricht, while 
my apparently infenfible movement will begin 
to-morrow, and proceed towards Kerzel and 
Grave, with a body of from 20 to 23,000 men, 
where we fhall remain from the 4th to the 6th 
of next month, I will write to you daily. The 
intelligence 1 received from Champmorin, of 
which I fend you a copy, determines 'me, if the 
roads, which I have ordered to be reconnoitred, 
are in a good condition, to moye forward by the 

left 
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left of the Mcufe : this General's divifion natu* 
rally forming my advanced guard, I lliall fooner 
reach Grarve and Nitneguen. Eat in this fitua- 
tion it would be imprudent not to leave 4 or 
5000 men in the rear towards Ruremondc, to 
Tupport General Valence on the Roer, and to 
continue the blockade of Maeftricht. I propofe 
that the force under Lamorliere fhall remain be- 
low Ruremonde, and have placed under his com- 
mand the army of the Ardennes, that he may 
be enabled to difpatch thofe on the right fide of 
the Meufe, Lamorliere*s * fituation, by this 
arrangement, will be much improved. At pre- 
fent we have nothing to fear from Beaulieu. 

You will fee by the copy of the difpatches 
received yefterday from General D'Harville, 
that he has ftretched towards Luxembourg, af- 
ter diflodging the enemy from the fmall town of 
Laroche, an important point, which will enable 
liim to difcover the motions of the enemy from 
the heights of Houftalife and Laroche : I have 
communicated it to the' Minifter, and fent all 
the difpatches to Valence, with whom he is in 
.future to correfpond. 

Colonel • ' appears to be incapable of 
executing what he promifed you : he has re- 

* ^Since beheaded. 



LETTER XXVII. 

Otneral DvMOVKiEK to General Mikavd a. 

GroQt-KIundert, Feb. 92, Second Year of the 
French Republic, 

I AM now in full march : my 
left divifion, confifting of nine battalions^ blocks 
vp Bergen*op-2Loom : my advanced guard is on 
the Merck, and has feized fomc boats : I hope 
It will take Dort in its way, affifted by my rear- 
guard, and the right divifion. To-morrow I 
fliali fend Devau:^ ♦ with a fevere fummons to 
the Governor and magiftrates, a copy of whi(:b 
is annexed. 

Devaux has imparted a converfatipn he has 
had with you. I hope you will t^e Maeftricht, 
^hat we may (hake hands between Nimeguen 
.* and Utrecht. If Nimeguen falls fpeedily, you 
jnuft likewife take Amersfort, that the Germans 
may be completely fliut oqt from the province 
of Utrecht. 

My ftay before Breda will be no longer than 
is ncceffary to get r?ady the tranfports, feventeen 

* His Adjutant General, fince^/7/o//ff^i/ at Paris, in the 
^yth year of his age.^— — TiiAWStATOji. 

of 
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*'* Your city is invefted, and' if compelled by 
^ an obftinate refufal to comply, I muft continue 
^' to befiege it. The garrifon and partizans of 
** the Stadtholder cannot hope to defend it 
*^ with fuccefs. I therefore fummon it to fur- 
*^ render, 

*^ Your duty, as reprefentatives of the peo- 
*^ pie, calls upon you to proted them againft 
** the difafters and calamities of ufelcfs refif- 
*? tance. I require you, in the name of huma- 
*^ n ity, and for your perfonal prefervation, to pre- 
*^ vail on, or to oblige the governor and officers 
** to deliver up the town without delay, to the 
«« arms of the French Republic. ' 

*^ I declare to you, magiftrates of the people, 
** that if unhappily . you compel me to fire on 
^** the town, it is you, who (hall be made rc- 
*^ fponfible for the irreparable misfortunes, 
** which your weaknefs,' or your connivance 
** with our enemies, may bring on your coun- 
*^ try; — and your capital punifhment, fliallferve. 
<« as an example to the fatellites of defpotifm, 
<« and wipe away the national injury. 

« The Friend of the People. 

*^ F, MIRANDA.** 
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'« P S. The annexed declaration of the Bati- 
"vian Coai.ii'rr-e, in 'reminding you of your 
" duty will make you, I doubt not, comply 
** widi mydemand.'* 

Head quarters, Hockten Feb. 2^ Second Year of the 
French Republic. 4 o'clock P. M, 

In the name of the French republic. 

Lic'u:enant G^'ieral Francis Miranda^ Commandet 
in Chief of the Army of the French Ripublic^ be^ 
fore Maefrichty 

*^ Summons the military Commander of the 
• *' Dytch troops in Maeftricht, to furrender in 
*' three hours, and deliver up the town to the 
*' arms of the French Republic, that the inha- • 
*' bitants may be faved from the horrors of a 
*^ bombardment and a fiege, and the town from 
** flames and total deftruftion. 

*' The General declares to the Governor, that 
*' if he is fo imprudent, as to hazard a refiftance, 
** as ufeleis as it is rafti ; if he prevents the an- 
*^ nexed letter to the magiftrates of Maeftricht, 
** from being delivered to them ; and if he in- 
*' terccpts their anfvver, his criminal temerity 
, *' fhall be rigoroufly punilhed, and the General 
** of the Republic neceflitated to 'put to the/word 
*' aU the officers of the garrifon. 



.re 



*• *rhe Batavian citizens arid foldidrSi Whd 
reluftantly fight againft the friends of liberty 
*^ and equality, will be admitted to the fraternity 
^ *^ and proteftion of the French natiph, whicb^ 
^* having been compelled to declare war againft 
** the Stadtholder and his partizans> anicioufly 
^* avails itfelf of the favourable opportunity 
** which thefe ufurpers afford them^ to rc-efta- 
** blifli the national fovereignty^ the facted and 
^* unalienable rights of the people* 

*^ F. MlRANDA.^^ 

** The anneited declaration made by the Ba* 
*^ tavian Committee, to the troops of the Re- 
«^ public of the Uunitcd Provinces, in remind- 
*^ ing them of their duty, (hould be fufficient to 
«* make them comply 'with my fummons.'* 

Head quarteirs, Hdchteri, 44 Fek 17934 Second Year of th# 
French Republic*— 4 o'clock, P. M4 



LET T E R XXXit 

Hockten, Feb. %j^ iygj 

Since the h&, hews^ Geheralj which I had thcJ 

lionour to communitate to you on the 25th in-» 

ftant, the bbmbardment has continued with 

fuccefs, having reduced the town, by repeated 

* firesj to the greateft diftrefs. 
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tiapihg f«ccivcd this morning the official in^ 
telligenv-c of the fprrender of Bieda, I availed 
myfelf of this occaiion to renew to the Governor 
and magiftratcs my declaration, arid my repug- 
nance to ufc fuch rigorous mealures againft the 
inhabitants, whom we wiflied to confidcr as 
friends and brethren. I wrote a letter (annexed 
is a cc^y), inviting them to put the town under 
the fafeguard and proteftion of the armies of 
France. 

The officer, charged with the meflage was not 
admitted into the town, probably to prevent his 
remarking the ravages occaiioned by the bom- 
bardment 5 with which, however, the officer on 
guard at the advanced poft made him fufficiently 
acquainted. The Governor and magiftrates 
fent an evafive antwer, a copy of which I fend 
you. 

We are preparing fome batteries, which, in 
addition to the bombs, will doubtlefs reduce the 
town to the indifpenlible neceffity of furrender- 
mg in a few days^ (hould our fuccefles in Hol- 
land continue. The fit^gc will be carried on by 
a body of lo^ooo troops of the Belgian army» 
who will occupy the pofts before Maeftricht, 
BOW filled by thofe under my comftiand ; while 
my army, the advanced guard of which is now 
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on the left fide of the Meu(e> beyond Vcnloo, is 
direfting its inarch towards Grave, to ftcond 
the operations of General Dumourier in Holland^ 
as it was agreed on between us. 

General D'Harville has ofiGciaUy communi- 
cated the capture of the poft of Laroche, occu« 
pied by the Anftrians on the old road from Lux<« 
<mbourg to Namur. At my defire, he dton^ 
them from thence^ and without any lois. 



LETTER XXXIIL 

GeneralMiKAJUVAtotheGovERi^oiSi ofMaeflrichi. 

Hochten, F^b. 27, 1793. 

HAVING waited two days for the 
pfomifed anfwer of the magiftrates of the town 
of Maeftricht, I beg you to confider, and to in- 
form them, that if they perfift in reftifing a fatis- 
faftory anfwer to the equitable and fraternal pro> . 
pofals made to\hem by the French Republie^v 
w^e will ufe the laft refource to complete the ab- 
folute deftruftion of the city. 

I announce to you, that a Frencti army, com- 

Oltnded by General Dumourier, is already in 

M ?r pQircifioa 
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poflfeffion of Breda, and two other fortreffes, an4 
that at this moment it has penetrated into the 
Jieart of Holland, 

Thefe circumftances (hould point out to you 
the inutility of a fuperfluous refiftance, which is 
alone calculated to injure the inhabitants^ >^'hom 
we wiOi to confider as brothers, and who per^ 
haps are buf the innQcent viftims of private 
intercft, 

The Commander in Chief, 

Signed 

MIRANDA; 



i:, 15 T T E R XXXIV. 

QmralMiRAi^pA to General Lpvenevr, 

Hqchtetii Feb. 28, 1793. 

I REQUEST you. General, tp 
fend to St, Typn or Liege for four twelve poui^- 
^ers, anjl put them behind a good Spaukmentj 
^at you may throw fome red-hot balls en ricochet 
againft Wick, while we are doing the fame thing 
on this fide with fixfeen pounders againft Mae- 
ilrjqht. This laft expedition, adde4 to the ha- 
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3ck made by the bombardment and.conflagra- • 
on of the town, will compel it to furrender per- 
aps in a very few days ; it is all that wq can do 
: this feafon of the year, with the means that 
re left us, and the orders I have received : I re*- ' 
eat.it again, it is not our intention to carry on 
I regular fiege, but merely to bombard the 
own. 

Two officers, who came here this morning in 
your name, affured me, that fome fervants be- 
longing to the emigrants left Maeftricht by the 
fortifications of Wick, and were received by 
your divifion. I recommend to you thegreateil 
pircumfpeftion in this refpeft, fince the laws 
Eigainft emigrants are fo very fevere ; and that 
thofe perfons, afting probably as fpies, and in 
the pay of our enemies, may occafion moft fe- 
dous evils, ultimately fatal to the Republic, 
*hich we ferve in the ftrideft principle. Ano- 
l^her officer of your Staff arrived afterwards, and 
bcgai> to didate to us, faying, that all we had 
bithertp done wore only the appearance of a 
Sege, &c. You muft be fcnfible of the impro- 
CH'iety of fiich behaviour^ which I would neither 
tpprove of nor hear with patience. Endeavour 
to execute your orders literally, and agreeable 
rp the intentions of our Commander in Chief, 
fjener^j Puipoqrkr, and not acpoidm^ to tV^x. 

VycA 
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kind of comment which this Officer on your Staff 
appears to exhibit, as it were, in your name. 

If, neverthelefs, there is any thing in our 
park of artillery which may be of ufe to you for 
the new battery of twelve pounders, you have 
only to apply to the General of Artillery D*Han* 
geft, who will inftantly fend it you. 



LETTER XXXV. 

the Minister of War to General Miranda, 

Paris, March 2, 1793, Second Ye^ of tbi 
French Republic. 

WITH your letter of the 27th 
ult. I received. General, the contiauaiion of the 
attack of Maeftricht. I am- not aftonifticd iX, 
the refiftance of this town : 5 or 6000 cmh 
grants, at the head of which is D^Autichampi 
and who on every fide fee nothing lefs thaa cert 
death, may hinder the inhabitants from furrcn- 
dering, when perhaps they would be defirous tl 
do fo. You muft triumph over this refiftance 
conftancy, and, may I add, the obftinacy 
conquer in a General born a Spaniard, ought 
bear down every thing, I rely, therefore^ 
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that fpirit and energy with which you will con- 
tinue to prefs forward this jnoft important at- 
tack. An uninterrupted^ fire (hould at length 
force this place tofurrender ; and you muft even 
burn its walls, if it obftinately pcrfifts. I approve 
of the meafures for the march of your army 
agai nil Grave, to fecond the operations of Ge- 
neral Damourier, leaving 10,000 men of the 
Belgic army to continue the inveftmcnt of Macf- 
tricht. 

I faw with pleafure that the pofition of cor 
advanced guard beyond Venloo Was as grand a 
mcafure as could bo v^-iihei for ; and I muft do 
juftice to Champmorin by declaring, that his 
movemmts are excellent, and tend jo keep the 
Pruflians in awe. It is good ficvs to have driven 
the Auftrians from the poft of Laroche : the 
" aftiviry of the troops who carried it leaves us no- 
thing to wi(h for : every where we fee what the 
ardour of the French foldiers is capable of per- 
forming, and it infpires the moft happy omens , 
pf fuccefs in the enfuing campaign. 

Signed 

BEURNONVILLE. 



LETTER 
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L.E T T E R XXXVt 

DUPLICATE* 

C^«^r^/ Valence to General DvMovKizH* . 

Liege, March ij 1793, Second Year of tfa^ 
French RepuWic* 

Our ^ream in Holland, my deaf 
General, is over : what I forefaw is come to pafs i 
the enemy has attacked Lanoue in his canton- 
ments on the right and left : he then drew out 
his army before Aix-la-Chapelle, but was rout- 
ed. I had the firft intelligence of this attack 
yefterday at eleven at night ; and I heard this 
inoming at five that he abandons Aix, and re* 
treats to Herve. 

In confequencc of this difagreeable intelli- 
gence, I think it will be neceffary to hold out 
until Miranda determines to offer battle, by paf- 
ling the Meufe, or to raife the fiege of Maef- 
tricht, if he is averfe to crofs the river. Thow- 
enot and I think^ that while Miranda takes this 
jftep, Leveneur fliould fall back on us, and dfe- 
ftroy the bridge of Vifet ; Miranda will then 
take a pofition to hinder the enemy from paffing ' 

^1 
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by Maeftricht. Providence^ who watches over 
the deftiny of France, has ordered , General, that 
you are ndt as yet embarked— -fly to us : I de- 
clare, that if you do not come, I am unable to 
command fuch forces, in fuch a pofition : re- 
member that I informed the Minifter'of it, on his 
deiSring me 10 replace you, when you firfl: left 
your army. It is evident, , that the expedition 
to Holland cannot take place, after being oblig- 
ed to raife the fiege of Maeftricht. At any rate, 
you may be here in 24 or 30 hours — ^fly hither 1 
I repeat it, you will bedtime enough to cletermihe 
what meafures to take. I have not received any 
intelligence of what pafles on the left of our can- 
tonmentSj where Champmorin is, &c.— ^Fly- hi- 
ther. Throw fome troops into Mechlin, and at 
your arrival, you will have it in your power to 
determine what you will do with the army that 
has taken Breda* 

The General in Chief, 
Signed 
^ C. VALENCE* 

P. S. Although you may wifti purfue your 
projeiSt relative to Holland^ you muft change 
the plan of the campaign-— you alone can do it 
*— minutes are ' ages ! — You alone, the prime 
mover of the ,army, can determine a movement, 
which puts either Maeftricht or our retreat to the 
' hazard of a battle. 
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LETTER XXXVII. 

General Miranda to General Valence. 

Hochten, March 2. 1793- 
MY DEAR GENERAL, 

IN our prcfcnt fituation, the ad- 
vanced pofts driven back, and all your forces 
between the Roer and Meufe not having been 
able to prevent the enemy from entering Maef- 
tricht by the bridge of Wick, the only refolu- 
tion we can come to is, to make Leveneur repafs 
by Vifet, where I will join bim with the forces 
that inveft Maeftricht ; then taking a pofition 
between Vifet and Tongres, proteft the retreat 
of my artillery, and endeavour to keep the ene- 
my at bay, until your forces having formed a 
jundlion with mine, we fhall be in a condition 
to attack and rout them* The troops under 
Champmorin and Lamorliere will check the 
PrufTians on the left fide of the Meufe, and faci- 
litate any movement General Dumourier thinks 
proper to make, when he is made acquainted 
with our prefent fituation. Tardy, an officer of 
engineers, having aflTurcd me, that all the Ge- 
nerals declare the enemies forces amount to 
30,000 men atleaft, I cannot, with a body of 10 
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or i2,#oo at moft, abandon the artillery, and 
xnarch againft them j while a garrifon of 7000 
men might perhaps attack me in the rear. I 
give my orders accordingly, and requeft you 
will communicate to me your different arrange- 
ments^ that we may aft in unifon. 



LETTER XXXVIIL 

[ General Miranda to General Valence.^ 

Tongres, 10 o'Clock, March 3, 1793. 

I AM but juft arrived, dear Ge- 
neral, and your letter of this morning is this in- 
ftant prefenteil to me. I am at Tongres, with a * 
body of 600P men, and have given orders to 
X-eveneur, with an equal number, to keep up 
the communication between Vifet and Liege, 
.that: the enemy (hpuld not penetrate either oa 
one fide or the other. With refpedt to other ar- 
rangements, I am about to depart with General 
Bouchet for Liege, where we may confer with 
you, and take fuch definitive meafures as may 
intimidate the enemy, and enable us toad offen-N 
fively. 
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My retreat was effefted without moleftatioa, 
and rlie artillery is arrived at Tongres, from 
whence 1 fliall fend it^by way of Liege towards 
Lx)uvain. Do not entertain any apprehenfions 
relative to the retreat of Lamorlicre and Champ- 
morin ; 1 am almoft certain they will eafily ef? 
fed: it by Dieft and St.Tron, and join us much 
fooner than by the road of Mafeyck. Farewell 
(ill nqoii, 

Signe4 

MIRANDA. 



LETTER XXXIX, * 

General Dumourier to General Miranda. 

Moerdyck, March 3, 1793, Second Year of the 
French Republic. ' 

IT was neceffary for me to fee 
your letter *, my dear General, to leflen.my ap- 
prehenfions refpedting the check General La- 
noue met with near Aix-la-Chapelle, The let- 
ter Valence wrote gave me great uneafinefsj^ 
without affording me an opportunity of judging: 

♦ The firft part of Miranda's Letter to the Minifter of 
War, written from Liege, March 4, is the copy of that whict^ 
Pumourier refers to : it was dated the id. 

he 
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be entered into no particulars : your account is 
infinitely more explicit, an^ more encouraging. 
I cannot better anfwer^it, thaaby fending you a 
' copy of mine to Valence, You will fee th^t ouir 
opinions are the fame. Defend the Meufe with 
vigotir"; and if the enemy 'attempt to pafs it, 
face them. Such afpirited meafure will deftroy 
the bad impreflion created by the panic of our 
advanced guard. Keep this pofition fifteen days; 
about that time our army.in Belgium will receive 
prodigious reinforcements, and things will take 
another turn. Within that period, I lliall be 
inafter of half Holland, or join ybu ; but I can- 
not for five or fix days leave an army which is 
performing wonders, and, as it were, by a kind 
of magic, becaufe lam at their head. While I 
^m writing, Williamftadt is in flames, and will 
probably be taken this evening. Berneron corv- 
duAs the fiege, D' Ar9on * has taken all the ex- 
ternal forts of Gertruydenberg, and will bom- 
' bard it this night. I am covering Moerdyck 
with batteries, which will be ready after to- 
niorrow. Thirty, four tranfports are coming 
down, the canal of Klundert, protefted by thefe 
l^atteries, to convey my army to the oppofite 

♦ The famous French engineer employed by the Spaniards 
jit the fiege of Gibraltar, who attempted to conftruift boats 
{jpmb-proof, in which he failed, — ^Translator, 

' Ihore^ 
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fliore, where I fhall not meet with the lead re- 
fiftance as far as Amftdrdam. 

A revolution in Holland is linked with this 
expedition ; if 1 fucceed, I fliall free you from 
enemies, who will march againft me, but whom 
I will e.ifily fight in a country mterfedted by ca- 
nals 5 where I ftiall find money ^ cloathingj ammU" 
tition^ prcvijions in abundance ^ and 40 or 50,000 
men animated with the moft ardent re^ublicanifnt. 
If 1 renounce this prodigious adv.inr.ige, I (hall 
not be able to fave Belg'um in tht T'^'ing ; but 
if I fucceed, by taking the enemy in fiank and 
rear, you will ali be faved. The Dutch troops, 
who fight with reluAance agamflr us, will be glad 
to have me for their com p^ander, after h-iving 
' compelled the States General to onicr theav to 
join my flandard. Every tKing depends on the 
furrender of WilUamfladt and Gertruydenberg : 
if taken, I pafs the Moerdyck and fecure my 
retreat; if otherwife, I (hall move with my army, 
reinforced by that under General Deflers, to 
whatever part is chiefly threatened by the Pruf- 
lians. Say to the troops that my abfence is for 
their advantage *; that I intend to charge the 
enemy in the rear, while they attack them vigo- 
roufly in front. Infpire the other Generals with 
a portion of your energy ; calm thofe whole 
imaginatipns appear to be too ardent 3 in fhort, 

be 
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be my^ fubftitute. Nothing is as yet loft; but 
all would foon be fo, were I to abandon my prey^ 
in cafe Williamft^dt and Gertruydenberg fhould 
fkll. 

The Commander in Chief, 

Signed 

DUMOURIEIL 



L E T XE R XL. 

Copy of General DumourierV Letter to General 
Valence. 

Moerdyck, March 3, 1793, Second Year of the 
French Republic* 

THIERY brings . me^ my dear 
Valence, your duplicate. I am far from confi- 
dering the Holland dream as over, however ill. 
timed I may think the expreffion. The enemy 
have not more than from 20 to 25,000 men, 
who have furprifed the cantonments of your ad- 
vanced guard, and you already conclude that 
^1 is loft, and that you are confirmed in the in- 
different opinion you have always held of our can- 
. tonments. HadNthefe cantonments been vigilant- 
ly fupported, and, as it was neceffary, the troops 
judicioufly ftationed (fince this advauc^d ?j3ax^> 
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occafionally reinforced and more compadt, was 
become an army of obfcrvation covering a fiege) 
we,fliould not have experienced the prefent dif-^ 
after* 

As I have already informed you I am in hour-^ 
ly. expeftation of the final iflue of the fiege of 
Williamftadt and Gertruydenberg ; and I cer- 
tainly do not intend to difcourage and leave a 
viftorious army, flulbed with fuccefs — ^to do 
what ? — But the fiege of Maeftrkht (they fay) is 
ffvery and Aix-la-Chapelle evacuated. — What then? 
Unanimity, vigor, and determination are only 
wanting, ftiU to defend the Meufe, and cover 
Liege by the pofition of Herve. General Thow- 
enot, who has aflifted in all my movements, 
and planned my encampments, is equal to per- 
fect a fyftem of defence for at leaft fifteen days; 
in that time matters will have taken another 
turn. Should the enemy attempt to pafs by 
Maeftricht, Miranda, who commands at T6n- 
gres, when joined by you, may eafily fall, on 
and purfue them to the gates of the town. 



The poft of Herve, now ct^nfiderably rein- 
forced, may be defended for a length of time ' 
againft even a fuperior enemy, as I obferve, by 
.Leveneur's letter, that he has fallen back oa 
Hcii:;/ Chapelle. 1 pieCunve that all his artil- 
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ieiy is fafe, as well as the left of the advanced 
jguard. This check fliould ferve as a leflbn ; 
but unfortunate' would it be indeed if the Ge- 
nerals of the Republic ftiould fufFer themfelves 
to be difmayed fo far by it, as to render them 
incapable of defending the Meufe againft as 
yet an inferior army. I hope they have reco- 
vered froni their firfl: furprife, and that your next 

jneflenger will bring me mdre encouraging ac- 
counts. You muft be fenfible of my anxiety in 
the prefent pofture of affairs. I imagine that 
you will draw from D'Harville's army, or from 
France, any number* of men you may have oc- 
cafion for. I have requefted Beurnonville to 

- fend you as many as can be fpared. Deilers atf- 
fembies before Antwerp a body of from 6 to 
7000 men, which may be of great fervice, as 
,tvell as the 15,000 under my command, when- 

^ ever it may be neceffary to form a junction. 
Courage, my dear Valence, this is but a flight 
check which you can eafily repair ; it may con- 
tribute to afford us better hopes, if we take care 
to coileft our forces more apropos. 

The Commander in Chief, 
:^. Signed . 

DUMOURIER. 
An exaft Copy, 
Signed" DUMOURIER, 

O LETTER 
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LETTER XLL 

General Dumourier to General Miranda. 

Moerdyck, March 4, 1793, Second Yeai^ 
of the French Republic. 

BRAVE Republican— my bro- 
ther—my friend, forget your cares. Proclaim 
to your army, and celebrate the capture of Ger- 
truydenberg, which furrendered this evening, at 
half paft four,^ by capitulation. I hope the ar- 
mies in Belgium will recoVcr their ardour, and 
pride themfelvcs with a noble emulation. Ger* 
truydenberg, covered with inundations, defend- 
ed by numerous forts and formidable artillery, 
with a ^rifonof Swifs,withftood only 36 hours 
the impetuofity of the French, and the great ta* 
lents of General D*Ar9on, Gertruydenberg \^ 
the key of Holland, on whatever fide I wifli tQ 
attack it. 

You are very fenfible, my friend, that I am 
lefs difpofed than evdr to relinquiOi a. plan that 
gives me moneys ammunition^ provijionsj and allies ; 
a plan, in fhort, which at the fame time faves 
Belgium and France. The confequence will 
probably be, that the Pruffians will abandon the 

Auflrians 
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Awftriaiwand fly to the Hague arid Amfterdam, 
where I (hall arrive before thetrt. I will fight 
at the head of the fame Dutch agatnft whom I 
now wage war. You will march back towards 
Grave, and take it ; then attack Nimeguen, 
where we will join and (hake hands. In the 
meantime. Valence paving only to cope with 
the Auftrians, over whom be will have a decide 
ed fuperiority, and receiving fuccours from 
every quarter, will be enabled to keep them in 
awe, until your return to take therti iii flank, by 
Glcves and Juliers*. 

There are two wa,ys by which the Prufliani 
may endeavour to ch6ck my Viftoriotis;arms^ ; 
the firft, to force the paflage of the Meufe by 
Ruremonde or Venloo, with a view to cut off 
th^ communication with Antwerj), I have taken 
care to prevent this defign, by affembling be- 
tween Bergeri-op-55oom and Breda, a body of 
froops,. under the cdmmand of General D^tfcrsi 
who before the loth will have betWeefn 5 and 
6poo men^ thefe will be enCfeafed to i^ 01^ 
l8>ooo, reinforcements having been fent by the 
Rfmiftfcr of War. Should the Pruffiahs deter- 
laine on this ftep*; you are to* fuppott Champ- 
morin aifd La^orliere, and defend the pafTagd 
of the Meufe : in cafcTthcy ftiall have paflfcd it 
\!^fare you, join Champmorin, Lamprliere, and 
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peflers, when you will fight thern with great 
advantage. I doubt whether they are ftrong 
enough to adopt this firft plan. 

Secondly. The Pruflian? niay march ftraight 
\>y Nimeguen, and prefs rapidly for An^fterdam : 
if they fucceed in this, fend Deflers to reinforce 
me by the fame road I may have takeq, while 
you befiege Grave, and afterwards Nimeguen ; 
if they do not adopt either of thefe oieafures, and 
if they remain united to the Auftrian army, with 
an intention to penetrate into Belgium ; then, 
in conjundion with Valence, you will keep then^ 
employed on the Meufe ; and if they are hardy 
enough to pafs it before they receive reinforce- 
ments, you can fight them advantageoufly. At 
all events, your fituation is not dangerous ; but 
as it is neceflary to reftore courage to the army, 
perhaps even to the Generals (Thowenot and 
you excepted). I fend you an Addrefs tp the 
Army, which I, requeft you will proclaim, and 
Order to be printed. Williamftadt defends it;- 
felf gallantly ; but I believe the furrender of 
Gertruydenberg will difliearten the garrifon. 
Our artillery^ is confiderably eincreafed by the 
capture ; and I am fortunate enough to find in 
every place I go to, 'a fufHcient quantity of ord- 
nance to take the next town. Courage, I fay, 

jmy 



hy dear Peruvian ; remember we have ftill 
nany great aftions to achieve. 

The Comfnandeir in Chief, 
Signed 

DUMOURIER, 



LETT E Jl XLII. 

General Miranda to the Minister of War. 

Liege, March 4, 1 793 . Finifhed at St. Tron 
the 6th j and fent off at one in the morning. 

THE attack of Maeftf icht, Citi- 
zen General, is carrying on with the greateft fuc- . 
^efs, and, on the zd inft. our batteries 24 poun- 
ders were ready to begin a moft tremendous 
conflagration, which muft have reduced the city 
to the laft extremity, and occafibned its furren- 
der ; when, about eleven in the morning, I re- 
ceived official intelligence from General Lanoue, . 
and confirmed by Gefneral Valence, that the 
enemy had attacked our advanced pofts on the 
lloer, forced their paflage through the army of 
obfervation, commanded by General Lanoue, 
who covered the inveftment of Maeftricht, and 
ivith a body of 35>ooo men marched rapidly to- 
vards Wick^ in order to throw' iuccout^ \tvxa 
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pto the towD^ and put ar> end to the biockadt 
andattackt 

1 fcarcely had time to withdraw 3Q00 men 
inen, under the command of General Leveneur, 
y^ho was pofted before Wick, and who iii three 
hours afterwards was attacked by the advanced 
guard of the enemy. I however continued the 
bombardnxeat in the ufual manner, to cover my 
intentions, and with fo njuch fuccefs, that from 
the beginning of ihe attack, the conftagraiicili 
had never be?n fp considerable. 

At twelve at night I gave orders for the ro- 
<:reat, fending before me all the artillery, whid^ 
happily arrived at Tongres, being cpvered bj 
4«oo. men who. formed the rear guard. 

The: enemy, notwithftanding all their eflfoFts^) 
did not make, the Ifeaft; impreffion on them^ bu| 
were conftantly repulfed. A body of 7000 aw% 
was polled in. an advantageous l^tuation at Toi^ 
gres, under the Generals Egalite*, Ruault, and 
31ottefier; another of the fame force under Qe<- 
ncrals Diettmann and Ylher, being the complcc 
ment of troQps forming the blockade of Mac-- 
ftricht, was fent to the heights of Haccour, neap 
yifet, to cover Uege, and prevent the eaenqfi 

♦ The fon oETVAW^ oi OAcMo. 
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from penetrating by either of the roads leading 
to that city. Our lofs in the attack of Mac- 
fbricht is very trifling, amounting only to 20 
killed, and 10 wounded, notwithftanding the 
very heavy fire kept up by the garrifon, eftimat- 
jsd at leafl at 31^000 cannon (hot. 

An error, committed by the army of obferva- 
tion covering the fiege, behind the Roer, is the 
caufe tjf this confufion in our affairs. I hope 
msr future efforts ^'}Xi amply compenfate for this 
misfortune, and that the nation, aware of the 
importance of the enterprife committed to our 
care, will affift us in nob^ completing it. 

. This day the enemy made four different at- 
tacks on all our pofts : two upon Tongres, from 
whence ihey were repulfed with lofs. One at 
Haccour, the other at Herve. I re-inforced 
the pofts at Haccour this morning, with a con- 
fiderable body. The enemy who prefumptu- 
ouily advanced towards Jupille, halted, and i:e- 
treated after a fhort cannonade from one fide of 
the Meufe to the other. The meafures agreed 
oii yefterday by Generals Thowenot, Valence 
arid myfelf^ will, I truft, be fufficient to check 
ttoem* 



Mifu-cb 
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March 5. ' 

Laft night at 10 o'clock I learnt, that the ' 
enemy made a fourth attack with between 1 2 
and 13,000 men, took Tongres, and forced our 
army to retreat to Hans and St. Tron. This 
intelligence determined ^General Valence and 
my felf to order all the troops at Vifet, HervCj 
&c. to Hans, near the citadel of Liege» that 
they might retreat in force to St. Tron, where 
we could take a good military polition, and if 
neceflary, even riik a battle. 

We therefore aflembled in force this jtnorh- 
ing, and marched to St. Tron, by the high road 
of Liege. About halfway, we fell in with be- 
tween 3 and 4000 men, which the enemy had 
fent to the village of Orey. — Our liglit troops 
attacked them, and they fell back to Tongres. 

At 8 o'clock at night, the army arrived at St. 
Trbn with all the artillery, where we have taken 
a very advantageous pofition, protedting the re- 
treat of our. magazines and hofpitals, as well as. 
fome flight detachments, who from the difficul- 
ty of givinjg them timely notice, or by the ne- 
gligence of the commanders, have not as yet 
joined the army. 

We 
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We have given the neceffary orders this day to 
cover their retreat, and fent them frelh inftruc- 
tions. 

Our troops are well inclined; and we (hould 
hope that if an occafion offers, their bravery and 
love of their country will furmount every obfta- 
cle, and make them triumph over their numer- 
ous enemies. 

General Valence has without doubt informed 

you of the attack on the cantonments of the 

Roerand Aix-la-Chapelle : he will write to you 

again this day. I beg you to excufe this delay, 

the ftate of things having obliged me to be con- 

ftandy in the field, and chiefly on horfe-back. 

Signed 

MIRANDA. 



L E T T E R XLIII. 
General Miranda to General Dumovrii^k. 

St. Tron, 8 o'Clock, March 6, 1793. 
MY DEAR GENERAL, 

I NOW inform you with fatisfac- 
tion, that all our polls in the rear and in the en- 

P virons 
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virons of Liege, are come in, and having joinedi 
the army laft night, augments its force to loooo 
men, horfe and foot. — The brave General Ylkcr 
coUefted and led them on with undaunted cour- 
age y this morning, with fix battalions forming 
his rear guard, he defeated a body of cavalry 
which had attempted to interrupt them. — ^It is 
not a little remarkable, that laft night he kept 
poffeffion of one of the gates of Liege while the 
enemy were within, without their having dared ta 
diflodge him. 

Our troops are again in high fpirits, and the^ 
enemy flying before them. — They now wi(h 
to come to an aftion, that by their gallantry they 
may make amends for the difagreeable affair of 
Aix-la-Chapelle. 

You may be aflured, my dear General, (hould 
an apportunity offer, we will fufficiently revenge 
ourfelves on the enemy: I therefore fee no oc- 
cafion for your coming here ; but continue ta 
execute your great plans in Holland. If you 
do not confider it as detrimental to the fervice, 
'I much wiQi for a (hort interview, or that I may^ 
be permitted to join you with 15,000 men i 
which will by no means endanger the fafety of 
Belgium; The troops ftationed at Louvain are 
very fufRcient 'to repel any attack. Farewell,. 

^ my 
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-my dear General 1 may Minerva proted your 
fuccefs, and Mars crown your illuftrious ex* 
ploits. 

P. S. I have direfted Champmorin to join 
you, in cafe he cannot effeft his retreat to Lou- 
vain, and hope you will approve of this mea- 
fure. The aiinexed letter is to the Minifler of 
War. 

I am giving, in orders, your very forcible ad- 
drefs to the army, which cannot fail of produc- 
ing the effedt you defire. 

Signed 

MIRANDAS 



LETTER XLIV, 

G^«^r^/ DuMOURiER to General Miranpa 

Moredyck, 7^1 March, 1795- 
, Second Year of the Republic, 

BY comparing your two letters, 
my dear Miranda, you may eafily imagine hov/ 
agreeable your fecond muft have heen, as little 
hopes were left by the impreffion of your firft. 
Ready to pafs the Moerdyck, to furmount all 
obftacles, and on the point of fecuring for e cr, 
the liberty and glpry ofmy coutvttYv^^^^LoftloU 
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land, I faw ?vcry thing was loft, if you had 
not exhilarated my fpirits by an accurate ftate of 
your pofition, and the good difpofition of the 
foldiery.N The letter from Valence threw me 
almoft into defpair. I faw nothing in it but a 
fcene of confulion, without a fingle refource. 
Now my hopes revive, and dangers leflen. We 
have fufficient time before us ; and if you pro- 
mife me on your fide, of which I cannot enter- 
tain the fmalleft doubt, I have every hope oi^ 
mine. 

You a6ted judicioufly in giving orders to 
Champmorin and Lamorliere to fall back on 
Antv\jprp and Breda. They will there find Ge- 
neral Deflers, when we fliall be able to form, in 
that quarter, an army covered by feveral rivers, 
which will difcourage the enemy on your left 
from attempting a narrow pafs, to expofe them- 
felves to the moft imminent danger. . Let 
me know, in plain terms, how the General in 
Chief conduds himfelf^ if he incomniodes you 
by his vague, irrefolute manner, an exprefs will 
do his bufinefs. You, my friend, and Thow- 
cnot, can alone fave the republic. 

Tell mdv if it is true that has deferted 

his colours ? If that is the cafe, we need not look 
elfewherc for the caufe o£ out \ax.c tcvV^foxtvitve^ 
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I de^re, and repeat it, that fome of the feparato 
corps fliall unite at Antwerp, which will natUr 
rally be one of the points to attack, if the ene-r 
my are as ftrong a^ fome incliae to believe. 

T,he evacuation* of Liege and Aix-la-Cha^ 
pellc is nothing. The enemy can no more re-r 
tain that pofition than wc. Expedite the forti- 
fications of Mechlin ; let a river be before you, 
choofe your ground, and keep it a fortnight; 
but, as I have repeatedly faid, colleft an army 
^t Antwerp, which, being fupported by the gar- 
rifon of Breda, will form part of that great one 
dcftined to drive the Auftrians from the Low 
Countries. I have requefted the Minifter of 
War to fend forces that way, without, however, 
leflening the number fpecified before. In 15 
days we (hall be fuperior to our enemies, and 
thanks to you, Miranda, with the addition of 
HolUnd. By your excellent arrangements I 
reckon I (hall be there the day after to-morrow. 
If I fucceed, the Pruflians will leave you to fall 
upon me; and if 1 fail, my army will jqin yours. 
As we are now in poffeffion of one of the keys of 
the country, we fliall foon find means to pene- 
trate into the heart of it. 

I will not allow you to come to me with 
15,000 men, until a republican t^vux. ^xv^ com- 



rage have invigorated the army, and when rein- 
forcement (hall have made our forces fuperior to 
the enemy.-T-My fuccefs (hould evenaffift you j 
as you may eafily convince my brave brother 
foldiers, that whether I am prefent, or abfent, 
their condud (hould always be influenced by 
me. Affure them of the fatisfadion I feel in 
finding that they merit the viftories we have 
reaped together.— r Farewell, my friend, and more , 
than ever my friend ; let us be worthy of each 
other, and be convinced that two or three heads 
ure fuflicient to fave a Republic. 

The Commander in Chiefs 
Signed 

PUMOURIEIU 



LETTER XLV. 

Ceineral Ml RA-^ DA io General DuuovKiz^^ 



Tirclemont, 8 March, I7Q}« . 
MY DEAR GENERAL. 

ANNEXED is a copy of my 
letter written this day to the Minifter of War. 
It contains an account of the prefent ftatc of 
the' army f and all out o^^mvou^^ — TiVim^saf-. 






* a more favourable afpedt, and it only de- 
is on us to derive Angular advantages, even 
I misfortune itfelf. ■ 

^e are how in the beft condition to fecottd 
' heroic enterprize. — The army is abun- 
ly fupplied, in great order, and animated 
L a true republican courage. — I am forry that 
' addrefs to our comrades was not eiven with 
orders, or publiflied, as I propofed it. — Va- J 

e ftartpd fome objedtions; and a defire to 
) up a fpirit of harmony, fo neceffary in the 
snt circumftances^ induced me to give way, vlt 

igh on another occafion, I would not have " SI 

nitted. — I will foon however fee him, when M? 

poffible he may be able to give me the beft L 

3ns for a difference in opinion, whiclj at || 

-nt, I think, appears to be altogether inex- 'W 

■ % 

ou may depend my dear General, that we • 
I hold our prefent pofition at Louvain, as 

; as you wiQi, with only the fame force wc j. 

aght with us. . _ ■ \ 

-.amorliere and Champmorin are happily ar-. |^ 

d at Louvain and Dieft, having made a (kit- * j 

retreat, as yoii will be enabled to judge by ,| 
annexed reports. 
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. 1 (hall make tlie neceffary arrangements with 
Thowehot for forming an army at Antwerp, I 
thought that Lamorliere's and Champmorin's 
troops were to march to-morrow for that city, 
but it does not meet the approbation of Gene- 
ral Valence. Are we to wait his will and plea^ 
Jure ? — but I will take care to enforce it. 

Signed 

MIRANDA. 



LETTER XLVI. 

Gfw^r^z/ Miranda to General BzvKV^^yiLhEy 
Minijer of War. 

St. Tron, 8 March, 1793. 

SINCE my laft letter. Citizen Ge- 
fteral, all the feparate detachments of the army, 
under the command of Generals Yhler, Lamor- 
liere, and Charnpmorin, are collefted, having 
been more or lefs engaged with their purfuers ; 
they however eiTefted their retreat with the 
greateft fuccefs. When their particular reports 
have reached me, I will do myfelf the honour to 
tranfmit them to you. The advanced guard of 
the army has likewife repulfed, towards Ton- 
gres, a body of obfcrvation, placed there to 
watch our motions. 

On 
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On the 6th and 7th the army kept the pofition 
oefore St. Tron, to give reft to the troops, and 
proted the junftion of the different detachments : 
they will move this day towards Tirlemont, 
where we have field-equipage and provifions in 
abundance : to-morrow probably they will en- 
camp before Lotivain, which entirely covers 
Belgium, and affords us an ppportunity to aft 
ofFenfively on all points. Here we will wait for 
orders from General- Dumourier, and from the 
Executive Council. 

I iiave juft heard that a meffenger, fent from 
Paris to General Valence, has been detained in 
leveral places^ under the pretence that he was 
carrying difpatches to the Generals who were 
betraying their country, This infamous accu- 
fatioD, beneath my dignity to notice, fhall only 
he anfwered by the moft fovereign contempt. 

^he Nation is too generous to give any credit^ to 
the injurious reports ofbaje defer ters^ who, abandon- 
'ing their poji in the moment of danger, pretend to 
cover withfhame, and calumniate Citizens faithful 
to their duty, and glorioufly defending their country. 
' 1 hope you will make known theje fentiments to the . 
Nation. 'The whole of the army, and the Offi- 
cers in general, give proofs of patriotifm, fubdr- 
4ination and refpcdt : the national gendarmerie 
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doftc (and particularly the thirty-fecond diti-* 
fion), holds difcourfe of the moft fcandalous na-^ 
ture, of the moft inflammatory tendency, which 
has been communicated to me by Tome of tiie 
principal Officers in the army. 

It would be but an ad of jufticc and neceflity 
to inflid on this corps a fevere punifhment. ' I 
have ordered them to be efcorted to the frontiers 
of France, and have fent the annexed order to 
Generals Lamorliere and Champmorin, to pre- 
vent the bad efFeds a fimilar condud may pro- 
duce in the army. 

A copy of the letter of General D'Angeft, 
and the deliberation of the principal Officers of 
the artillery, with my anfwer, arc fubmitted to 
your confideration. 

Signed 

MIRANDA- 



LETTER 
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LETTER XLVn. 

General Dumourier to General Miranda, 

Moerdyck, March 9, 1793, Second year of th« 
French Republic, 

YOU, my worthjr friend, and 
Thowenot are the only perfons who can give me 
confolation and hope. The capture of Gertruy- 
denberg has enriched me with at lead jo capi* 
tal pieces of cannon, befides about 1^50,000 
weight of gunpowder, and 50 tranfports. The 
retreaf of JUamorliere and Champmorin is very 
fortunate 5 byt it is abfolutely neceffary for you 
to pufli them, one towards Herpnthals, the other 
towards Li?r : Coloqel Weft^rman, with his le- 
gion and the 3ifl: brigadp of gendarmerie^ with 
which I am not much fatisfied, 1 have fent to 
Turnhout. This fniall corps, amounting tQ 
2500 men, will clear that part of La Campine 
where it is poffibje the'enemy may meditate aq. 
attack on my rear, (hould they learn the real 
diftance between our armies. In paffing by 
Antwerp, I will give General M^rafle inftruc- 
tions to deliver General Champmorinji who will * 
fQmtp^nd the fmall corps, of which Wefterman's 
0^2 ?onftitutesi 
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conftitutes a part. I have determined to joirj 
you, as the letters 1 receive from Valence are of 
the moft (Jefponding nature, particularly that 
brought this day by your meffenger. To-mor- 
row morning 1 (hall be at Antwerp, in the evpq- 
ing at Bruffels, and immediately after with you. 

On the jeceipt of this letter, fend Champmo- 
rin to Lier, and Lamorliere into Herenthals. 
Throw a battalion into Dieft, 30 hprfe, and a 
(jovernor of fpirit and lefolutipn. This point, 
as well a$ Lier, muft be fortified. 

One motive determines me to this journey : 
To animate the people of the Low Countries^ 
to make them more favourable to our caufe, 
through the confidence they place in me, and, 
above all, by overturning that fyftem of injuf^ 
tice aijid tyranny they have hitherto groaned un- 
der. I am determined to keep my word with 
thcml, notwithftanding every effort of Cambon* 

* Cambon, the great financier of the Convention, who, 
upon the firft irruption of the French under Duqjourier in 
the Low Countries, procured a general feizure of church 
plate, ordering detachments of Jacobins to fequefter and con- 
fifcate eftates as in France. The fimple Belgians gave credit 
at firft to their fraternal declarations, but this moft arbitraiy 
meafure at once opened their eyes, and in general they became 
their declared enemies. 

andl 
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^d his fatellites. I have fent orders for Gener4. 
J)*Angheft to go to Douajr, 1 will punilh Gcr 

peral for having abandoned ]f?uy, w}iicl| 

muft be retaken^ ^ 

The paflagc of the Moerdyk will be cffefted, 
in my abfence, by General Deflers and Thow- 
lenot the younger. Order all your artillery to 
join you. I promife myfelf much plcafure from 
our intended interview. The liege of William- 
ftadt ftill continues — it defends itfelf well, pro- 
bably becaufe the befiegers did not at firft attack 
HRrith fpirit ^and energy. Two days hence we 
iwill conyerfe together on the fubjedl, therefore 
I need enlarge on it here. My horfes will focm 
l^e at Louvain, but I (hall borrow fome, en pap- 
Jiinty at Bruflels. Adieu (in Spanijh) my friend I 

The Commander in Chief, 

Sjgncd 

DUMOURIER, 

P. S. Infert immediately in the orderly book, 
my Proclamation to the Army, and caufc it to 
}pp printed. 



IXtT^^ 
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LETTER XLVIII. 

General MiKAi!i DA to General Pumourier, 

Tirlemont, March 9, 1793. 
DEAR GENERAL^ 

YESTERDAY I made you fully 
acquainted with every particular relative to the 
prefent fituation of the arrliy — that part of it 
under the command of General Lamorliere will 
march to-morrow, and that under Champmorii^ 
on the 1 2th, for Antwerp, till they receive your 
farther orders. The annexed ftatement will 
(hew yovi the difpofuio?i of the two co?p$, which 
in ey^ery refpeft cannot be better. 

Captains Dambarrcre and Marefcot, of the 
engineers, are appointed to put Mechlin in 4 
pofture of defence. 

The general' pofition of the army, with other 
fubordinate circumftances are agreed on, as yoi^ 
will fee by the fubjoined minutes. The troops 
march with alacrity and firmnefs to their refpec- 
tive pofts, where a fufficiency of canap equipage 
and provifions are already arrived. 

FArewell, my brave and worthy General, 
Signed 

MIRANDA. 
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LET T E R XLIX. 

Itbe Minister at War to CittT^en Miranda, 
Commander of the Army in Belgium. 

Parisi March 19, 1793, Second Yeaf of th« 
French Republic. • 

I HAVE laid before the Execru- 
tive Council your requeft of the 8th inftant, for 
a Ipeedy and fevere punifhment of the national 
Ccndarmerie employed in the army of Belgium, 
particulariy of the 32d divifion. The Execu- 
tive Council applaud the meafures you have 
taken, in fending this divifioa back to the fron- 
tiers of France, as an example to the reft of the 
army, and to prevent the dangerous influence 
fach conduit might otherwife be produdlive of. 
The Council requeft you will inflidt a fimilar 
punifliment wherever there may be the fame 
caufe for complaint, or it appears that their 
conneftiori with the army^ may in the leaft en- 
danger the public fafety. 

In the 3 2d divifion theris are evidently delin- 
quents, whom the Executive Council empowers 
you to try/ by a court-martial ; and whatever 
may be the determination, didated by a necef- 
fary aft of juftice, you will pl(safe to inform me 
without delay. 



{ I20 ] 

Whether you fend the other divifionS of the 
Gendarmerie back to France, or otherwife dif- 
pofe of them, you are alike authorized to in- 
flift military puniflimcnt on the guilty. It may 
be neceffary,- however, to acquaint General Du- 
mouricr with the meafures you think proper ta 
adopt, for the re-eftabli(hment of order and dit- 
ciplinc in the National Gendarmerie, 

Signed BEURNONVILLE-j 



L E T T E R L. 

The Minister of War to General Miranda* 

Palis, March 23, 1793, Second Year of the 
French Republic. 

THE National Convention, by 
their decree of the 22d inft, have ordered me to 
lay before them without delay, a ftatement of 
thofe battalions under your command, who in 
the adtion of the i8th, bafely deferted their co- 
lours> and by this aft of cowardice, endangered 
the fafety of the country. 

I particularly recommend to you, General, 
that no time may be loft in complying with the 
above requeft, that the Convention may be fa*- 
tisfied, and the crattors brought to condign pu- 
niibment. 

Signed TiTEA3^^0^N\\AJEi. 



'•• 
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L E t T fe R Li. 

p£TiON to General Miranda. 

Pads, March i^, 17^3, Second Year of tjie 
French Republic^ 

I BELIEVE, my good friend^ 
there are traitors in our armies, and the moft 

r 

'dark confpiracies are forming againft the fafety 
bf the Republic. Give me your opinion frankly 
tof thd general officers who command the ad- 
vanced guard, under General Valence, and your 
fentiments on their conduct during the late 
events. Do not, I befeech* you^ nay conjure 
you by the love you bear your country, ufe any 
referve. My anxiety is for the public weals 
.yours, I am convinced, is no lefs (o. 
Your friend. 

Signed PETION^ 



L E T T E R Lli. 

Miranda to Citizen Petion, Memier of the 
National Convention. 

Louvain, March 21, 1793. 
iCY DEAR AND WORTHY FRIEND, 

I HAD juft begun to anfwer 
your letter of the 13th inftant, but the unceafp- 

. R VCV!^ 
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ing attacks of the enemy on our advanced pofts, 
have prevented me from giving you the defired 
information, relative to the engagement of the 
advanced guard at Aix^la-Chapelle, &c* Since 
then not a moment of leifure has offered, of 
which you will be but too well convinced, when 
you have heard the Unhappy confequences of 
our further operations, combined and direfted 
by General Dumourier, and his intimate friend 
ahdadvifer, Thowenot. 

Your friend had ^lo (hare in all thefe ma- 
noeuvres^ which, fo far from being confonant to 
his ideas, have ever received his moft pointed 
difapprobation. Had it been in his power to 
have rejefted them, it would long fince have 
been done. 

I do not, ho\vever, entertain an opinion, that 
in the affair at Aix-la-Chapelle there was any 
ground for fufpefting a traitorous conduft in 
the General Officers and others, .although fuch 

' a report has been generally received : Negli- 
gence and errors were committed by the troops 

• entrufted with the defence of the Roen One 
particularly, the abfence of General Valence, 
who though he fhould have been at his poft, j 
has been a,t Liege iSnce February 23/ 
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Important Particulars relative to the Battle ofNer* 
< winden and the DefeBion of General Dumouriet. 

The fubfequent affairs of Nerwinden, which is 
of far greater cdnfequence, cannot be confidered 
as arifing either from negligence or miftake^ 
and I ftrongly fufpeft the advifer of the Generd^ 
who neither poflefles principles nor republican^ 
ifm, which ought to fcreen him from fo feriou? 
ai^ inculpation. 

; It was certainly very extraordinary, that Ge- 
.jjeral Dumourier, who always confulted me re- 
lative to the military and political affairs of the 
armyr never once mentioned this bufinefe. At 
eleven at night xhy orders were delivered in 
writing, and I learnt, in converfation with him, 
that we were to offer battle to an enemy 5 1 ,000 
.ftrong, very advantagd^oufly pofted, and a for» 
jnidable artillery, with a, force inferior to theirs^ 
And with every difadvantage of fituation and enr 
campment — all this was to be effeded without 
having previoully reconnoitered the ground, or 
the particular poiition of the enemy. In (hort, 
I had only time to fay to Yiim-^Tou may depend 
m m^j and w^Jhall not fail to eMcute your orders^ 
hy making a ^gorous attack in five different co'^ 
fumns^^—ihxcc of which were led on by .myfel^ 
^limbed^fs dlffituitics were to be overcome o,;i 
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the commencement of the aftion, for the wai^t 
pf local knowledge ; neverthelefs we fucceeded 
fo far as to bring them to engage about threq in 
the afternoon on five different points : we fought 
until fix with various fuccefs, when the troops 
were^qbliged to give way to a fuperior force, ad- 
mirably pofl:ed, and aflifl:ed by the galling fire of 
their very numerous artillery. The other diyi- 
fions experienced more or lefs a fimilar fate, in 
proportion to the proximity of their attack on 
the lines and batteries of the ei\emy, notwith- 
ftanding the proclamation of General Dumou- 
rier, whofe very inaccurate ftatement of the ac- 
tion can neither change the nature of fads, nor 
adulterate truth. 

Our lofs is very confiderable in my divifion 
aTone. One General Officer was killed, and up- 
wards of thirty killed or wounded. Among the 
former was my aid-de-camp, whom you knew ; 
he was fliot by my fide ; near 2000 men have 
been killed or wounded. By the lofs in my di* 
vifion^you may eftimate that of the two others. 

Next morning the enemy attacked us in a vi- 
gorous manner, and we were at length obliged 
to retreat behind Tirlemont, and fucceffively as 
far as Louvain, where I led, about three in the 
morning, the centre ai^d left divifion of the 
annv. 
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This check muft neceffaTily produce very fe.7 
fal confequences to our influence in BelgilinV 
and our political affairs in general. I am afto- 
^ifhed how Dumourier could fufFer himfelf to 
be led intp fo fatal an prror. 

Thus, my dear friend, have F truly ftated the 
prefent fituation of our military affairs in this 
country. You may rely on what I have ad- 
vanced, notwithftanding the tcrgiverfation and 
fophiftry of thofe whorn reproach will naturally 
point out as the authors of our misfortunes, 
IMany more important things remain to be faid, 
•which I would be happy to communicate to 
you, but cannot truft to paper. 

When I learnt from your letter that the rami- 
fication of a plot, lately difcovered againft our 
dear liberty, extended even to the army, I con- 
fefs 1 imagined it to be more the effed of your 
fears, than as having exiftence in realit/; now, 
however, I am convinced, there is but too good 
foundation for believing it. to be the cafe, and 
fufpicion refts on more than one, who is the 
principal agent in bringing about our prefent 
difaflers. I can tell you more, my friend,- thofe 
• perfons have made indirect propofals, with great < 
art d,nd caution, highly offenfive to my patriot- 
ifm, and my unfhaken love for liberty. 
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I therefore lament that we are agitated by vile 
^intriguers, who have already done much mif- 
cbief, and who may, in tlje end, oy^rtum our 
liberties. 

Could an interview be procured, either by 
your coming to the army (which, I believe, at 
this moment would be of the higheft import- 
ance), or obtaining leave for me to meet you 
elfewhere, I could communicate what I imagine 
to be of the utmoft confequence to the fafety of 
the Republic. It is to you alone, whofe inte- 
grity, principles, and fincere love of liberty I fo 
well know, that I can freely and openly com- 
municate them. I even believe there is a cabal 
.to get rid of me, as they wilhed to do with you 
before the loth of Auguft. I do not correfpond 
with the Minifter, or any other perfon, arid (hall 
let Dumourier and others make out their reports 
as they think fit. Virtue and truth will bear 
vdown all before them with fo irrefiftible a fway, 
that the mafk of intrigue cannot long withftand 
their united power. 

You will make a prudent ufe of this, letter, 
and fend me an anfwer by return of the melTen- 
ger, whom I have cxprefsly fent for that pur- 
pofe, and who will deliver it to none but your- 
felf. ^ ^ ' 

Signed 



\ ' ^^d March^ 

P. S. Our retreat towards France, and tlio 
evacuation of the Netherlands are determined 
on, as I learnt this day from General Dumou- 
rier, who fliewed his letter to the |Minifter on 
this fubjeftj at the fame time he communicated 
to me the aftual military pojition of our army. 
This is the firft time, fince his return, that he has 
entered into any converfation with me on the 
{libjed:. He appears willing to bring me in for 
a (hare in the difafter which has overtaken us, 
through ill-concerted plans and bad mana'ge- 
ment. You will therefore naturally fuppofe^ I 
did not enter into any explanation with him. 
Neverthelefs, nothing on my part (hall be want- 
ing for the pfefervation of the army, for tbo^ 
fupport and defence of the Republic, to which 
I have devoted myfelf (incerely to the lateft pe- 
riod of my life. 

Signed 

MIRANDA. 
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ORDERS 

OF 

General DuMoubiEEi to General Miranda; 

Camp — Glilzenhoven, 17th. March j 
9 in the Morning. 

IMMEDIATELY on the rc^ 

ceipt of my letter, my dear Miranda, you are to 
give your inftruftions to General Champmorin^ 
that he is to guard all the curtain of Oplinter 
and Neerlinter. If you think 'he may want 
another brigade of infantry, let him have it. 
It is pofliblc the Prince of Cobourg intends to 
attack us in return ; in that cafe, I defire that 
the at my under General Champmorin, may be 
more ufeful. You will give him orders to ex- 
amine in perfon the paflages before his bridges 
over the Grete, by which, in cafe of an attack^ 
he may fall on the right flank of the enemy, by 
reaching the height before Wommerfom. If 
the bridges are damaged, they muft be repaired 
in the courfe of the day, that a free communica- 
tion may be kept up with us. With regard td 
yourfelf, my dear General, I beg you will in- 
ftantly march off your whole divifion^ Youarc^ 
to pafs through Tirlemont, and proceed in a co- 
lumn 



lumn by the highroad, where you will find your 
proper encampment, or the open air. 

Jf Champmorin has no 12 pounders, you will 
leave him two. I reckon at leaft on twelve bat- 
talions in your divifion, fuppofing you to leave 
a brigade of infantry with Champmorin. Fare- 
well I 

Signed 

DUMOURIER. 



O R D E R IL 

Hauttfiarre, March 17, I79J« 
THE troops under the command' 
of General Miranda are to afcend the height 
between Wommerfon and the road to St. Tron, 
and take their ground. The foreft of Walaber- 
gen and of the caftle of Wommerfon are to be 
occupied. A confiderable poft at Orfmael; 
another at Heelen, and a guard at the bridge of 
the chapel of Bethanie. 

General Miranda is to give orders tp General 
Champmorin to take a pofition to me left of 
NeerUnter, and occupy the three villages of 
Drieiche, and thofe of Viflecot, Terhaegeiv^nd 
Rocre* If it is poffible to give tents to the ikt- ^ 



\ 
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taliops defined to occupy the heights^ they may 
encamp. — The main body of the army h^s a; 
pofition on the right. 

The fpot for delivering rations is to be de- 
termined by the officers on the ftaff of each di-^ 
vifion, and fent to the Commiflaries' Office at 
Tirlemont, to enfure every neceflary fupply. 
The Commander in Chief, 
Signed 

DUMOURIER. 



ORDER III. 

March rS. 

GENERAL Miranda is to attack 
by the left, between Orfmael, and the chapel of 
Bethanie, with his troops and thofe of General 
Champmorin — to pafs the river oyer all the 
bridges, and to attack vigoroufly in as many co- 
lumns. He is informed that the attack is gene- 
ral from Overwinden to the chapel of Bethanie. 

The entire attack of the left is pofitively part 
ofhisorders. 

General Champmorin is neceffarity to guard 
the bridge of Budiugpa, o^ivd ig\ai« xhfcie a fwffi- 
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cient force to threaten the flank of the enemy,, 
if requifite, towards Leau, where *this force 
ihould march in a column, ' 



Signed 



DUMOURIEEL 



O R D E R IV, 

Head quarters, Tirlemont, March 19, 17931 
Second Year of the French Republic, . 

Watch "^ilQtdc-^atii-^Vengeancc — Kallying^^ 
Patriotifm. 

ALL the divilions of General 
Miranda which are at Wommerfom, and before 
HsBckendover, are to retreat in good order, at 
the monient of the general movement of the ar- 
my. To pals through Tirlemont and take a 
pofition on the heights of Cumptich, the right 
inclining to the high road« 

The Commander in Chief, 

Sjgned 

dumourier/ 

S z ORDER 
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ORDER V. 

March 20. 
GENERAL Miranda is to retreat by 
tlie high road of Louvain, to the crofs between 
the height of Bauterfem, and the wood of Struys 
Block-Bofch. There he is to reft all his infan- 
try, and place his artillery at the opening of the 
wood, and in the wood — ^and he is to order 
abattis to be made. 

The General is to take notice, that General 
Egalite will occupy with his infantry the height 
of Bauterfem, and that the Generals Champmo- 
rin and Rualt are to retreat, the firft by Wever^ 
the fecond by Kerchem, in order to occupy the 
WQod de^ Lievresy and the heights of Binkom. 
The Commander in Chief, 
Signed 

DUMOURIER- 



^ ORDER VI. 

Ri^ceived at half paft ekven. 
Certified 

The Adjutaat General, 

. Signed ARNAUDIN, 

THE body of the army under 

the command of Generals Miranda, Chancel, 

Stetenhoft, 
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and Egalite, will form in two columns ; one is 
t6 pafs by the road, and retreat towards the 
heights, behind Louvain, where the camp was; 
the other to march by Lovenjoul, Corbeeck- 
Overloo and Heverlc, and take a pofition behind 
Louvain, the right inclining to the river Vaer, 
and the left to the wood of the Communaute. 
The Commander in Chief, 
Signed 

DUMOURIER. 



Louvaiii, March ai, Second year of the French Republic 

• This movement is to take place at^i o'clock 
precifely, — General Miranda is to take the com- 
mand of the two columns, and fee order obferved. 

Head quarters, Louvain, March 22 1793, Second 
Year of the French Republic. , 

Watch vfovd-^Frenchmen^s Courage — Rallying — 
Conjiancy. 

THE General is extremely fatis- 
fied to have received proofs of the confidence 
placed in him by fuch of thd privates of the ar- 
my as he fpoke to. — He expefts the fame de- 
gree of confidence from the whole army : it is 
by that alone that we 'can hope to (hew to 
the enemy, and to all nations, who have their 

eyes 
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eyes fixed on us, that we are the fame French 
who conquered at Jemappe, at Anderleck, at 
Liege, and who drove back the enemies from 
the heart of France, with heroic patipnce and 
courage. 

The army, no doubt, fuffers hardfhips, not- 
withfttnding the great care the Generals have 
taken to fupply all their wants ; but the ene- 
mies, although of late fomewhat fuccefsful, (and 
which has coft them very dear,) fuffer (till more. 
They are fpread all over a country which is ex- 
haufted, from the conftant prefence of armies; 
they have no magazines, and we fliould hope it 
may be foon our turn again to conquer. 

The Adjutant General, 
Signed 

EMMONOT- 

ORDER VIL 

From General Orders, 23d March, 1793, 
Second Year of the Republic. 

Watch yNOxdi'— Country— firmneJS'^raUying''^ 
Dumourier. 

The troops under the command 
of Generals Miranda and Champmorin, are to 
move at 7 this night : they muft go through 
the city of Bruffels, by the gate of Schaerebeeck, 

and 
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and out by that which lead? to Hal, wheA thtf 

divifions coiijimandcd by Generals Steienhofti 

Chancel, and Champollon have filed off. Then 

follow the highroad to Hal and Enghien, to the 

^ height of the village of Saintes, and there take a 

pofition, the right inclining to the divifions 

which march before them, and the left to th^ 

wood of Strie-Houx. The Generals are in- 

forn^ed that the left flankers occupy the heights 

of Hautc-Crpix and Bogaerden, He pofitively 

orders the Generals not to quit their troops, whta 

ihey fhall have chofen their refpeftive grounds, 

"The Commander in Chief, 

Signed 

dumourier; 



ORDER VIII. 

Head-Quarter« — Enghien, 24th. March, iji)i* 
, ' Second Year of the Republic. 

ExtraSlfrom the general Orders of the Army. 

Watch word'-^Republic — Government-r^ral/ying-^ 

peace at home. 

THE army under the command 
of Dumourier and Champmorin is to move at 
four, tp-morrow morning, and take the road to 
Enghien, as far as the town. The column to 
proceed by the village of MaicVi, M.o\5JCvciA>;v 
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Chcne, Rombccq, Kellbecq, Meflln-rEveque^ 
Boanier, Hermitage, Roux. Pafs the bridge of 
the Dendrc above Ath^ and the village of Bran* 
tlgues ; there to take a pofition on the height, 
behind this village; the right inclining to the 
high road of Lauze, and the left ftrctching along 
the elevation behind la Croix-de-Bilhee* 

The Commander in Chief, 
Signed 

DUMOURIER. 

P, S. The Generals are to remain with their 
divlfions, and fcndiheir returns to Head-quar- 
ters, which will he to-morrow at Ath. 

General Miranda is informed, that Lieutenant 
General Rozieres, and Major General Kcrmor- 
van are going to ferve in the left divifion, each 
according to his rank. 

The General of Brigade, Chief on the StalT 
of the Northern Army, 

Signed 

THOWENOT. 

FINIS, 
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